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Reader. 


| HTS Teftimony vas intended long ago by the 
Aſiuiſters of the Goſpel, who are for the 
”" FOroteſtation in the Synod of Perth, and be- 
iug brought to ſome Perfection about fiſteen 


lor ſivteen Months fince by ſome of theſe Brethren, 
aud ſome other Reverend and Godly Mini ſters in the 
Fynn of Fife: A Copy thereof ſubſcribed by their 


Hands was a little thereafter offered unto the late 


Lord Protector his Coumcil in Scotland, rhat being 
read by them, it might alſo have been tranſinitted 
ro him and his Council at London: The printing 
it, tho intended immediately thereafter, hath 


© -icherro been retarded by ſeveral Fmergents of Pro- 
gvidence. It is now put to the Prefs, becauſe, he- 
aes that written Copies are often Times uncorrect, 


and by reſcribing come to be Viriated; and thut ſo 


many as would either ſatisfy the true Intent of the 


IT hing, or the Minds of thoſe who are deſirous to 


eruſe it, conld not conventently be gotten ; the Con- 
r1nuance and Increaſe of many of the Errors and 
Evils that are witneſſed againſt therein, with the 
| Deſire of the Reverend and Worthy Brethren, 
{<rhoſe Letter is therennto ſubjoined, do flead for it. 


How it came at firſt not to be ſubſcribes by theſe mY 
F Brethren, they themſeluss do, «ve truſt, give a ſatis- 
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ix Preface to the Reader. 


evhat is witneſſed in Sirepliciry of Heart, and with i: 
a Warrant from the Word of Trith. N 


„ 
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A few Reaſons for a publick Teſti- 
mony againſt the preſent grow- | 
ing Defection, Errors, and Tole- 

ration of the Time. || 


I. PUblick bearing Witneſs to the Truth by Teſti- 
mon, is the eſtabliſhed Mean that the Scrip- | 
tures hold forth for the Recovery of God's Truth 
and People, Rev. 12. 11. They overcame by the 
Blood of the Lamb, and the Word of their Tefti- 
mMony ; a perional and publick Teſtimony having 
great Influence upon Salvation, Rom. 10. ro. Ter 
wth the Heart Man belicveth amto R ane, * 
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ud with the Mouth Confeſſion is made unto Sal- 
2% II. Teſtimony to the Truth and Work of Re- 
formation, now among our Hands, is the moſt ef- 
ectual Mean purely to tranſmit to Poſterity the Cove- 
Want of our Fathers, which ought to bethe great De- 
n, Wign of the preſent Generation: For, wha? rhe Spi- 
Bri: of Chriſt teſtiſea before- hand unto our Fathers, 
WW; was revealed, not unto themſelves, but unto us, 
Ir Pet. I. 12. And what is revealed unto us, is not 
ge Munto our ſelves, but for our Poſterity: The Apoſtle 
to Pan! gives Place by Subject ion, uo hot ſor an Hour, 
hat the Truth of the Cofpet may cosetinue, Gal. 2. 
. The Covenant is often called a Teſtimony in 
the Scripture, for the bearing Witneſs to the Truth 
Win the preſent Generation, that it may be faithfully 
put otr their Hands to the next, Tal. 78. 4, 5. 
And with publick Teſtimonies, there ſhould be pub- 
lick Faſting, and ſo publick Teſtimonies become 
Part of the Prayer of the Deſtitute, which is ir- 
i- zen for the Generation to come, and fo are made Mat- 
ter of Praiſe fox a People that ſhall be createn, 
Paal. 102. 17, 18. 
III. Publick Teſtimony againſt Error declares 
that the Church cannot bear them that are Evil, 
and therefore has Chriſt's ſingular Commendation, 
= Rev. 2. 2. | UV(f | 
i- FV. It is the Church's moſt native Way of con- 
p- tending for the Truth againſt all publick Encroach- 
h ments upon Truth and Chriſt's Kingdom. The 
e Apoſtle writes and exhorts that they ſhould earneſt - 
i= y contend for the Faith, and that is chearfully, by 
ig bearing publick Witneſs when calFd thereto, 722 z. 
V. Publick Teſtimony is the Line of Separation 
5, that the Church draws between the Temple of God 
4 8x and falſe Religion; and therefore, when the A 
u' . ears 


Reaſons for a publice Teftimony. w 


vi Reaſons for a publick Teſtimony. 
bears Witnels that there is no Agreement berwint 
the Temple of God and Idols, he makes a Cry of it 

by Way of Proclamation, 2 Cor. 6. 16, 1). Where 


fore come out from among them, and be ye ſeparate. 


* 


IIa. 52. 11. Depart ye, depart ye, &c. {1 
: VI. When Files | Gu and Covenant are 
- brought to ſo low an Ebb, as to have its Contrary 
eſtabliſhed by a Law; (for nothing is more contrary i 
to Reformation than Toleration) then is the Time, 
if at any Time, for Chriſt's Friends to appear for 
him, Prov. 1). 1). A Friend loveth at all Times, ® 
but a Brother is known in Adverſity. 3 

VII. Conſider that ſinful Silence, bearing with 
Error, and not bearing faithful and ſeaſonable Wit- 
neſs, is a high Provocation, and has a dreadful 
'Threatning, Rev. 2. 17. „ FE; 

VIII. To loſe the Opportunity of Witneſſing, 
is to loſe the moſt precious and excellent Oppor- 
tunity of our Life, which has the moſt glorious 
Promiſe, Nett h. 10. 32. and as it is a ſad Miſs, ſo de- 
clining or flighting it has a moſt {ad and fearful Sen- 
tene, u. 33. | | 5 

IX. Not to bear Witneſs now, when our Cove- 
nant, and all Laws and Statutes and Ordinances * 
that ever confirmed it among us, are repealed by | 
publick Proclamation thro? all the Market-Croſſes in 
our Nation; to be filent now, is tacitely to condemn ll 
all our former Actings, Teſtimomies, Sufferings for 
the Cauſe of God and Work of Reformation, and 
ſo loſe all we have wrought. © f 

X. It has been the bleſſed and ſuccesſul Practice 
in the Church's Extremity. Eo 


Rev. 3. x1. Behoid, I come quickly : Hell that 
faſt which thou haſt, that no Man take thy Crown. 

Heb. 10. 23. FFV 3 
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ry [Unto the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline hs : 
e, Government of the Kirk of Scotland; and 
or to the National Covenant of Scotland, 
= and the Solemn League and Covenant Be. 
th twixt the Three Nations of Scotland, 
it. England, and Ireland; and to the Work 
— = of Uniformity in Religion, in one Confeſ= 
fron of Faith, Form of Church-Goverg- 
br. ] nent, Directory of Worſhip and Catechi- 
us Ang; and againſt the Errors, Flereſes, 
je- andBlaſphemies now on Foot in theſe Na- 
tions, that ave contrary and deſtructive - 
e- thereunto; E/ pecially againft that vaſt. 
es i Tol eriition in Things Religious, lately fras 


5 med into a Law, and prociajmed _ 
an cout this Nation. | 
= N URE Religion, which i is revealed 
1 JS . by the only begotten Son, who is 
9 in the Boſom of the Father, and 


is contained in the Scripture of 
Truth, being the Way whereby 
— b Sons of Men are taught to glo- 
F fy the Lord their Maker, and to 
; Eruin 2 and Salvation unto themſelves, s is ne 
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Silver, and ſearched for it as for hid Treaſures, and 


Merchandice of Silver, and the Gain thereof better 


ſolemnly devoted and engaged unto the Lord to be. 


Calling as Chriſtians, bound by the Holy Command) 


: Things that are deſtructive thereunto, Fer. 1a. 11 


Sf the Lord of Hoſts, 1 Kings 19. 14. and to confeſſ 
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'A Teſtimony o 


all 1 the moſt excellent and neceſſary, 1 


the Glory and Crown, whether of Nations or off 


Families, or of particular Perſons, and that which 


every one in his Station is moſt bound to purſue 


and preſerve and plead for : Therefore have all theſe 


who have inclined their Ear to Wiſdom, and ap. 
plied their Hearts to Underſtanding, ſought it a8 


have judged the Merchandice thereof better than the 


than fine Gold; and the Lord's Worthies and Wit 
neſſes have in every Generation, according to their 
Meaſure, appeared, and put forth themſelves in ex- 
cellent Wreltlings, by fervent Supplications unto 
God, and ſerious Endeavours with Men, and faith-W 
ful Teſtimonies proclaimed upon the high Places 
and, when Need was, confirmed with their Blood) 
for the Attainment and Preſervation and Vindicati- 
on of the precious Truths and Ordinances of God. 
And, feeing we are not only Chriſtians by Profeſſi- 
on, born in a viſible Church, and in our Baptifn 


his, and to be for him and his Intereſts upon the 
Earth; Aud therefore, by Vertue of our general 


ment of the great and eternal God, in our Stations, 
earheſtly to contend for the Faith once delivered 
to the Saints, Jude 3. and to teſtify againſt thelif 


Amos z. 13, 14. But allo by our particular Cali 
ling, as Miniſters and Watchmen in the Houſe of 
God : And therefore, upon that Account, in a ſpe 
clal Way ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel, Hi 
x5. and bound to maintain and vindicate the Gar 


Fe 


3 


Jeſus Chriſt before Men, Mat. 10. 34. and to cr 


aloud 


i. _ the Truthof Fejus Chris. 5 
aloud, and ſpare not, and to, lift up our Voices like 
2 Trumpet, to ſhew his People their Sins, and the 
&# Houſe of Jrael their Tranſgreſſions, Ia. 58. 1. 
e and to ſpeak unto them all that he commands us, 
as we would not be found rebellious unto God, and 
= would not have him to confound us before Men, 
Fer. 1. 179. Ezek. 2. 8. And conſidering, that we 
W have been Witneſſes not only to the many ſolemn 
ublick Profeſſions and Engagements of others in the 
{ Behalf of God, and of his Truth, but that alſo we 
our ſelves have, once and again, (beſides private and 
. perſonal Engagements) taken upon us that ſacred and 
ſolemn Tye of the publick National Covenant, and of 
ich- the Solemn League and @bvenant of the Three Na- 
tions; wherein we all ſubſcribe, and each one of us 
for himſelf, with our Hands liſted up to the moſt 
high God, Do ſwear, Firſt, That we ſhall ſincere- 
IF 1y, really and conſtantly, through the Grace of 
God, in our ſeveral Places and Callings, endeavour 
the Preſervation of the Reformed Religion in the 
= Kirk of $cor/2nd, in Doctrine, Worih:p; Diſcipline 
and Government, againſt our common Enemies; the 
Reformation of Religion in the Kingdoms of Engs 
and and Ireland, in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcips : 
line and Government, according to the Word of 
God, and the Example of the beit Reformed 
Churches; and ſhall endeavour to bring the Churehs 
es of God in the three Kingdoms, to the neareſt 
Conjunction and Uniformity in Religion, Confeſſi- 
off 02 of Faith, Form of Church- Government, Dire- 

M8 ctory for Worſhip and Catechiſing; that we, and 
our Poſterity aſter us, may, as Brethren, live in 
er Faith and Love, and the Lord may delight to dwell 
ei in the Midſt of us. Secondly, That we ſhall; in like 
er Manner, without Reſpect of Perſons, endeavour 8 

| Extirpation of Popery, 3 Superſtition, wo 

ap 1 80 1 Tely, 


* s 


Teſy, Schiſm, Prophaneneſs, and whatſover ſhall 
be found contrary to ſound Doctrine, and to the 
"Power of Godlineſs, leſt we partake in other Mens 
Sins, and thereby be in Danger to receive of their . 
Plagues; and that the Lord may be One, and his 


os 


Name One in the three Kingdoms: And that, in Wh 
maintaining and purſuing this common Cauſe of Re- 
ligion, we ſhall not ſuffer our ſelves, directly or in- 
directly, by whatſoever Combination, Perſwaſion 

or Terror, to be divided or withdrawn from this 
bleſſed Union and Conjunction, whether to make 
Defection to the contrary Part, or to give our ſelves i 

8 to a deteſtable Indifterency or Neutrality in this 
UK Cauſe; but ſhall, all the Days of our Lives, zealouſ- 
14 ly and and conſtantly cohtinue therein againſt all 
Oppoſition, and N the ſame according to our 
Power, againſt all Lets and Impediments whatſo- 
| ever; and what we are not able of our ſelves to ſup- F 
preſs or overcome, we ſhall reveal and make known, i 
that it may be timely prevented or removed; all 
which we ſhall do, as in the Sight of God. There- i 
fore, having ſeriouſly weighed the State of Religion i 
in this Church at this Time, and the manifold Inju- i 
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Þ ries that have been and are daily offered and done 
| to the Truths of God, and precious Ordinances of {M 
: | or Chriſt, and to the National Covenant, and iſ 
0 Solemn League and Covenant of the three Nati- 
I: ons, and to ; Liberties and Privileges of the Church i 
; and Government and Officers of the Houſe of God, 


i8 by which God is highly diſhonoured and provo- 
|  Ked, andthe Lord's Sanctuary profaned, and the 
Throne of his Glory defaced, and the Kingdom 
of his Son undermined, and many Souls involved in 
_ dreadful Guiltineſs and deſtroying Snares Day by 
Day, and more expoſed to the Hazard of many and 
Hrong Temptations: We do, for delivering of our i 

| l 4 own #| 
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the Truths of Feſus Chriſt. 11 
own Souls from the Guilt of theſe Things, and ac- 
Mquitting our ſelves in the Duty we owe unto God 
12 9 and his Church, in the preſent and following Gene- 
r Fations, eſpecially to theſe of our Flocks, with the 
13 Charge of whoſe Souls we are in a more peculiar 
may intruſted; and that we may, if the Ford ſo 
er ill, convince theſe who are guilty, and perſwade 
hem to Repentance, at leaſt, that we may bear 
n Witneſs for the Truth againſt the Evil of their 
BVay, bold our ſelves bound to bear Teſtimony, _ | 
Mirſt, Unto the Way wherein we worſhip the God 
If our Fathers, we mean, the Doctrine, Worthip, 
EDiſcipline and Government of the Church of Scot- 
ud, believing the ſame to be that which is written 
the Law and the Prophets, and in the Teſtament 
F Jeſus Chriſt ; and to the National Covenant of 
Bco/and ; and to the Solemn League and Covenant 
af Scoriapd, England and Ireland; and to the 
Pork of Uniformity in Religion. And, Net, 
gainſt all the Injuries done unto, and Encroach- 
Wents, Violations and Breaches made upon theſe; 
Wpecially, againſt that vaſt Toleration in Things 
Religious, a Miſchief lately framed into a Law in 
ele Nations, whereby the Tye and Obligation of * 
eſe Covenants is wholly caſten looſe, and turned 
to Oblivion; and Countenance, Protection, and 
= 5 is allowed, not only to many Er- 
about the Superſtructures of Religion, but even 
Went theſe Things that deſtroy the Foundations; 
, to give Warning to the Lord's People, eſpe- 
h to theſe who Souls we are called to watch for, 
W ome neceſſary Duties incumbent upon them in 
=s Hour of Temptation. © „ 
In the Firſt Place therefore, We do with 
 Wnkfu] Hearts acknowledge, and joyful Lips bear 
cord unto the wonderful Power and 9 
1 e N 6 ; ; —— 
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12 A Tefttmony to 


with the Light of the glorious and bleſſed Goſpel 


Tear 205, received by the King and many of the Peen 


es in Europe, it was invglved in the Darkneſs di 
Popith Superſtition and Tablatry, to which it wal 


+ the Blood of the Lamb, and by the Word of thei 
Death. 


Work of Power and Mercy, whereby the Lord 


Iniquity, Babylon the Great, the Mother of Hal 


of God, who, according to the Prophecies and 
Promiſes revealed of old, That he avoul give thei 
Heathen for an Inheritance, and the outmoſft Pari 
of the Earth for a Poſſeſſion unto his Anointed One, 
and rhiit the Tites ſhould wait for his Law, wa 
raciouſly pleaſed, many * Years ago, and a 
Fitle after the Riſing of the Stn of Righteouſneſs, to 
give Light unto the Gentiles, to pity our Fore-la-i 
thers, then mancipated unto the Service of dumb J. 
dols, and Worſhippers of the Hoſt of Heaven, 
yea, of Devils and irifernal Spirits; and to viſit them 


which having been firſt preached unto, and recei 
ved by many privatePerſons,was afterward,about thel 


of the Land; So that in a ſhort Time, the whole 
Nation became Chriſtians, and was bleſſed and ho 
noured of God for ſundry Generations, with man 
eminent Profeſſors and Paſtors, famous for Learning 
Holineſs andPiety,and for theirPains andSucceſs in th 
Work of theGoſpel,both atHomeandAbroad; Until 
at laſt, with the reſt of moſt of the Chriſtian Church4 


in Bondage for many Years 7; yet fo, that there wall 
always a Remnant, through Grace, who did not ri 
ceive the Mark of the Beaſt, but did overcome bi 


Teſtimony, and did not love their Lives unto th 
| Secondly, We do, with the ſame thankful 
Mind, acknowledge and proclaim that marvellous 


with a high Hand, and a mighty and out-ſtretche 
Arm, a little after the Diſcovery of the Myſtery of 


- Tot 


Dr 


and ots, and Abominations of the Earth, by the Mi- 


the niſtry of his Servant Lutcher, and other wort hy 
art Hnſtruments whom he raiſed up for that Effect, was 


One, Meraciouſly pleaſed, in the Days of our Fathers, to 
was ranſom this Land from the Bondage of Popiſh Ty- 


vas oppoſed by the Prince of this World, the Spi- 
ME rit that wrought ſtrongly in the Children of -Dife- 
bedienee, and dict animate both the Civil and Eccle- 
em fiaſtick Powers of the Time, to reſiſt and oppoſe by 


ecei of Hoſts in performing it, and ſo ſtrong was his 
t the Hand upon a few poliſhed Shafts, choſen and fur- 
been nifhed by himſelf, that in a few Years, not only was 
hole the Reformed Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſhed by Au- 
ho- thority, and Popery baniſhed the Land, but moſt 


Wranny and Superſtition, and: again to bleis it with the 
List and Liberty of the. Goſpel; which, tho? it 


E 4 


the Truth of feſis Chrift. 12 


Fire and Sword: Yet ſuch was the Zeal of the Lord 


1anjW Congregations were planted with the Miniſtry of the 
ing Golpel, and did yield Subjection unto the Ordinan- 
n the ces af Jeſus Chriſt, and the Diſcipline and Govern- 
Intißz ment of the Church were eſtabliſhed according to 
ich the Pattern*ſhewed in the Mount, in their Beauty 
is off and 2 in the due Subordination of Congre- 
wal gational Elderſhips, Presbyteries and Synods, exer- 
wia cifing their reſpective Powers unto Edification, for 
t re bearing down the Throne of Iniquity, and advan- 
ze by cing the Kingdom of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in 
theiß Knowledge, Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, unto the 
» th Terror 57 the Wicked and Prophane, and Comfort 
and Encouragement of the Godly, In the thankful 
fi Acknowledgement of - which rare and ſingular Mer- 
lou cies, and for ſtrengthning themſelves againft Adverſa- 
ord ties, both gf Church and State, the National Co- 
chef venant being firſt ſubſcribed by the King and his 
ry Houſhold in the Year, 1580, was thereafter ſub- 
Hal ſer ibed dy Perſons of all Ranks in the Year 158 „ 67 


r 


Tm % Teflimony io 1 
Ordinance of the Lords of Secret Council and Acts 
of the General Aſſembly, and again by all Sorts of 
Perſons in the Year 1590, by a new Ordinance of 
Council, at the Deſire of the General Aſſembly: 
This Covenant, relating unto the Reformed Religi- Mt 
on, then profeſſed in Scotlamd, and more particular- 
ly expreſſed in the large Confeſſion of Faith, eſtabli- 
ſhed and publickly confirmed by ſundry Acts of Par- 
liament; as it was thenentred into with much Chear- i 
fulneſs and Gladneſs of Heart, the whole Land re- 
joicirig at the Oath of God; ſo was ſt attended with 
many and choice Bleſſings from the Lord: Then was 
the Church of Scor/and, for DOCTRINE, found 
and lively; tor WORSHIP, pure and ſpiritual ; for 
DISCIPLINE, powerful and impartial ; and for 
GOVERNMENT, Unity and Order, beautiful 
and comely, and well compact together: Which as 
they were attended with rich Breathings, and com- 
fortable Inffuences of the Lord's Spirit upon the 80 
Souls of his People at home; ſo were they the Mat- 
. ter of this Church's Commendation in the Churches 
i abroad, who, becauſe of theſe, gave her the Teſti- 
# mony of one of the pureſt and brighteſt ſhining 
bj - Candleſticks amongſt the Churches of Chriſt, But 
it was not long ere this Beauty was marred, and this 
_ Glory eclipſed, whilſt King James following too 
i much the Counſels of Fleth and Blood, and being 
| upon the one Hand wroth, with the Freedom and 
5 Faithfulneſs of Miniſters, and upon the other Hand 
deſirous to gratify the Prelatical Party in England, 
by reducing the Kirk of Scotland in its Worſhip and 
' Government unto a Conformity with the Church 
of England; did, with the unlucky =P and miſ- 
chievous Induſtry of ſome ambitious and covetous ll 
Men- pleaſing Church-Men, in a few Years, by poli- 
tick Devices, firlt overthrow the Government of 
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the Truth of Feſus Chriſt. 15 
t; he Church by Presbyteries and Synods, and obern 
of In Stead thereof, a lordly Government in the Per- 
of Mons of Thirteen Prelates; and then corrupt the 
: Purity of Worſhip, by thruſting upon the Church 
i= {he Eugliſb Popiſh Ceremonies; and accordingly did 
. 
i- Waiſt the Doctrine came to be mingled with Arminian 
r- nd Popiſh Errors, and the Worſhip to be turned 
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His Son and the Prelates proceed to build, until at 


r- Pver into the Zng/i/p Service-Book, and the Diſ- 


Fipline and Government into a Book of Prelatical 


Co . 
h Ind Popiſh Canons: Which Courſe of Defection, 


f near forty Years without Interruption, and being 


tick, had no doubt terminated and reſolved in 
Wopery, if the Lord, when it was leaſt expected by 
Friends, and leaſt feared by Enemies, had not in a 
range and wonderful Way cut aſunder the Cords 
It theſe Plowers who plowed upon the Back of 


And therefore, We hold it our Duty, in the Third 
ce, to make honourable mention of the Work of 


Y 4 


Wt, That in the Year 1537, when the Prelates were 
the Height of their Power and Pride, and had de- 


50 
18 ed and procured that the Service-Book and the 
1d Wok of Canons ſhould be obtruded upon this 


@::rch, and when there was no probable Means, 
4, very few Inſtruments by which theſe Corrup- 
ns of the Worſhip and Government of the Houſe 
dd ſhould be reſiſted; the Civil Authority be- 
ttrongly engaged for carrying on thereof, and the 
telt Part of the Miniſtry being, carried away 
the Courle of Conformity, I couching with 
gebar under the Burden : It pleaſed God 


r{t to 
{tir 


poor Church, and revived his Work and Peo- 


Having now continued and encreaſed for the Space 


cked with Authority both Civil and Eccleſi- 


e LORD which he hath done in our Days, to 


Es mme 
ſtir up the Spirits of a few of his Servants and Pei 
ple to witneſs againſt theſe Things, and {o' to en 


| thereafter; almoſt the whole Land did ſubject then 


with more than ordinary Manifeſtations'of his Pre 


which had in a great Meaſure and for a long Tin 
forſaken her firſt Love, and declined from her prin 


conveened at Glaſgorv, the very Place where t 


free and lawful General Aſſemblies, ſince Reform 
tion from Poperv in the Year 1560; did con den 
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courage and countenance them in their Proceeding 
that in the Month of Febriary in the Year 1630 


they did, notwithſtanding all the Threats and Op 
litions. of ' Adverſaries; which were many an 
trong, gain revive and renew the National"Covelfi 


| nant, which now had been forgotten and burieW 
in Oblivion for the Space of almoſt © forty Years 


and, ſuch was the good Hand of God upon hi 
Work and People, that within not many Month 


ſelves unto the Oath of God; (which. was attendeſ 


ſence, and Influences of His Spirit in the Aſſemblig 
of his People, and was in Effect to tbi Church 


tive Purity and Integrity, as Life from the Dead 
Neither did the Lord ceaſt to repair the Ruin ani 
build up the Breach that had been formerly mad 
upon her, until he had reſtored her unto her Liber 
and Beauty iu Presbyteries, and Synods, and Gen 
ral Aſſemblies, conſtituted of Miniſters and Elder 
according to the Rule of - Chriſt, and exerciſi 
their Power unto Edification: The firſt of the 
Aſſemblies, which, toward the End of the Year 163 


Top-ſtone was put upon Prelacy in the Year 161 


did revive and apptove the Regiſters of the form 


7 
£ 


and armul fix pretended and corrupt Aſſemblies, thi 
had changed the Government, and corrupted Bl 
Worſhip ; did take av/ay the unlawful Oaths of If 
'rants-to the Miniltry; caſt out the * | 
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FO rhe Truth e 
Book of Canons, Book of Ordination, and the highy 
Peo ( ommiſfſion ; did depoſe and excommunicate 
» enfffPrelates; did declare Prelacy to have been abjured 
ingWby the Confeſſion of Faith x 580, and to be removed 
'633Wout of this Kirk, and the Five Articles of Perth to 
OpWhave been abjured and removed by the ſame Con- 
anWefion ; and did reſtore Kirk-Seſſions, Presbyteries; 
-oveProvincial and National Aſſemblies unto their ful} 
urie@WTntegrity, and their Members Privileges, Liberties; 
ears Powers and ſuriſdictions, as they are conſtituted by 
1. hWthe Book of Policy, Regiſtrated in the Books of the 
ont Aſſembly r 582, and ordained to be ſubſcribed x 590; 


hen 591 : And make ſundry other laudable Acts and 
nde@Conſtitutions, tending to the Purging of the Church; 


-PreWand Advancement and Settlement of the Work of 
nblWReformation. And tho? this Aſſembly, and the De- 
arciWrerminations thereof, were afterwards much oppoſed 
Ting by the Popiſh, Prelatical, and Malignant Party, yet 


rinWdid the Lord ſo countenance his Servants and Peos 
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dead ple in this Land, and his Work in their Hands, that 
anfWrthe Reformation was fully, eſtabliſhed, and at laſt 
mad ratified and confirmed both by King and Parliament 
ber in the Year 1641. Then was there a ſweet Combi- 
Zen nation of Truth and Peace in the Land, and the 
Iden Lord did in a good Meaſure pour his Spirit from on 
ciſuß high, by which the Wilderneſs was turned into 
the fruitful Fields, and the fruitful Field into a Foreſt = 
163% In Contemplation of which wonderful Mercies and 


e ti Bleſſings of God, that they might teſtify their 
16188 Tbankfulneſs for the ſame, and ſecure them ſq far 
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as did ly in them unto their Poſterity, and lend 2 
helping Hand urito their Brethren in England; whe 
then were wreſtling in the Fire againſt the unjult 
Violence and Cruelty of the Popiſh, Prelatical, and 
at Malignant Party; who, by their evil Counſels had 
of itirred up the King, firſt to forſake, and alter wards 
to make War againſt 15 Parliament then , 
088 2 I 2 | | gz 
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hen | 
por Reformation: This Church and Nation did in 
(0 the Year 1643, upon the Parliament of Zng/and's| 
calling for their Help againſt the common Enemy, | 
ropound unto them, that there might be a ſo- 
8 Covenant entred into by all the three Nations 

of Scotland, England, and Ireland; which being 

© agreed upon, was accordingly proſecuted and carried 
on in all the three Nations. © 1 _ 
Therefore, as we do from our Souls bleſs the 
Lord, who did put ſuch a Thing into the Hearts} 

of his People, to engage themſelves in a Covenant : 

to his holy and bleſſed Majeſty, and one to another 

in Subordination to him, in order to theſe Things 
that concern Truth, Holineſs and Righteouſneſs ;| 

ſo we do hold our ſelves bound to teſtify our cordial| 
Approbation of, and real Alherence unto that me- 
morable and never to be forgotten Solemn League 

4 and Covenant of Scotland, England and Ireland; 
being perſwaded in our Minds, and convinced in 
' our — that it is a Duty for People and 
* Nations, who pro eſs rhe Name of the Lord, to en- 
4 ter into Covenant with him: This being indeedithe WM 
firſt and great Commandment of the Law, that we 
ſhould have no other gods before him, and that we 
ſhould avouch the Lord to be our God, and to 
walk in his Ways, and to keep his Statutes, and 
his Commandments, and his Judgments,to hearken 

to his Voice, Exod. 20. 2, 3. Deut. 26. 16, 1), 
| 18, 19. And that whereof we have many memo- 
Wn rable and Praiſe-worthy Precedents in the Book of 
=] God, ly when a People were called to re- 


+ pent and turn unto God after 
# and Defe@ions ; or were ſee king a 
| eltabliſhing of themſelves in the Mid 


and ſtreng 
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dhe Truth of Jeſus Chriſk, 199 
' Wertakings, or to 72 reſs their Thankfulneſs for» ©. 
great and wonderful Mercies and Deliverances, 
Feut. 29. 1, 2. 2 Chren, 15. 12, 13, 14, 15. 
== Chr0n. 29. 10. 2 Chron. 34. 31, 32. Neh. 9. 
88. Neb. 10. 29, Cc. And being no leſs perſwa- 
ed in our Minds, and convinced in our Conſcien- 
es, that our Solemn League and Covenant, in the 
Fear 1643, is for the Matter juſt and warrantable, 
or the Ends neceſſary and commendable, for the 
Time ſeaſonable, and for the Parties honourable. 
rhe Matter and Ends are all theſe precious Things 
That are involved in pure Religion; true Liberty, 
and a well-grounded Uniformity in the former, 
nd Union and Peace in the latter; or, (to ſpeak it 
ne- In the Words of a Reverend Divine) This Oath is ' 
gue ſuch, and in the Matter and Conſequence of it of 
%; ſuch Concernment, as we can trily ſay, it's wor- 


4 


in thy of us, yea, of all theſe Kingdoms, yea, of all 


en- J and Allegiance unto Chriſt the King of Kings, 


the And a giving.up of all theſe Kingdoms, which are 
we bis Inheritance, to be ſubdued more to his Throne, 
we znd ruled more by his Sceptre, upon whoſe Shoul- 
to ders the Government is laid, and in the Exerciſe of 
ind FThoſe Government and Peace there ſhall be no End: 
ken The Parties are the true God, the living God, the 
* Fverlaſting King, glorious in Holineſs, fearful in 
no- raiſes, and doing Wonders; and the three King- 
of Noms of Scotland, England, and Ireland, who, 
re- ho as all the Nations, in Compariſon of him, are 
ings but as the Drop of a Bucket, and Vanity, and leſs 
for han Vanity and Nothing; yet are ſuch, as thro' 
res, Eis Grace were amongſt the firſt Fruits of the 
tits, Pentiles, and are for the Knowledge and Acknow- 
In- F&dgment of Jeſus Chriſt, in Name and Fame pa- 
_ Halle! unto, if not beyond any Kingdom of the 
"1 : 1 0 £ = World, 
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. Teſtimony 1 
World. The Seaſon was the deplorable Eſtate of thel 
Church and Kingdom of Ireland, and the diltreſ:i 
{ed Eſtate of the Fc and Kingdom of England, 
and the dangerous Eſtate of, the Church and King. 
dom of Scotland, that we may truly ſay (with the 
Reverend Divine already mentioned ) Such an Oath 
for Matter, Perſons and other Circumſtances, the 
like hath not been in any Age or Oath we read of inf 
facred or humane Stories, yet ſufficiently warrantedf 
in both. This Solemn League and Covenant, as it 
was actually ſworn, and taken by the whole Bodyfi 
of Scotland, from the higheſt to the lowelt; ſo alldlf 
by the honourable Houſes of the Parliament of Z:g4 
land, the Aſſembly of Divines, the renowned Cityf 
of Longo, and Multitudes, not only of the People 
bnt of Perſons of eminent Rank and Quality 
throughout that Nation, and the Nation of Trelaud, 
god all this by the Authority and Perſwaſion of the 
Powers Civil and Eccleſiaſtickx. Who can have for- 
gotten how deliberately it was reſolved? how un{ 
animoully, was it concluded? how joyfully it waß 
received and entertained? The reſpective Authorif 
ties of Church and State in Scotland, did all 
with one Voice approve and embrace the ſame, 2 
the moſt powerful Mean, by the Bleſſing of God 
for ſettling and preſerving the true Proteſtant Reli 
gion with perfect Peace in theſe. Nations, and prof 
| Pagating the ſame to other Nations; and, after taf 
ing of the ſame themſelves, did ordain it alſo wo 
be with publick Humiliation, and all religious So 
lemnities, received, ſworn and ſubſcribed by a 
Miniſters and Profeſſors within this Kirk, and Sub 


jects within this Kingdom; which was according 
done by the whole Body of the Land, and in man 
| Perſons and Congregations attended with the Feel 
ings of that Joy, and comfortable Influences of tha 
WWW 


7 the Truth "JR rift. 11 
the pirit of God, in the Inlargements and Meltings of 
{ire Mearts, which they did find in ſo great Meaſure u- 
land gon the Renovation of the National Covęnant, 
h the eing already taken by the honourable Houſes of 
Oath{Me Parliament of England, by tlie renowned City | 
5 thei f Londen, and by the Reverend Aſſembly Of Di- 
of in ines; the Lords and Commons in Parliament, u- 
ante hon the Account of its being thought a fit and ex- 
as it ellent Means to acquire the Favour of Almighty 
Body od towards the three Kingdoms of England, 
Wc07land, and Ireland, and likewiſe to unite them, 
Ind, by uniting, to ſtrengthen and fortify them a- 
tyWainit the common Enemy, and to eſtabliſh. and 

Miropagate the true Reformed. Religion, Peace and 
iti gs of theſe Kingdoms ; did order and or- 
Jain, That the ſame Covenant be ſolemnly taken 
roughout the Kingdom of England, and Domini- 
In of Wales ; and did condeſcend upon Directions 
Ind Inſtructions for the better and more orderly 
- waking thereof by all the Officers and Soldiers, by 
horiMWe Counties and Committees, by the Univerſities, 
d ally the Miniſters and Pariſhes then under the Power 
e, Af the Parliament: And as, by thele Inſtructions, 
GodWc Declaration of both Kingdoms joined in the 
Armies for the Vindication and Defence of their 
Religion, Liberties and Laws, againſt the Popiſh, 
Prelatical and Malignant Party (in which ſuch as 
ould not take the Covenant, are declared to be. 
s So ublick Enemies to their Religion and Country, and 

a Hhat they are to be cenſured and puniſhed as pro- 
SubMlled Adverſaries and Malignants) was appointed to 
ing publickly read: So for the better Encouragement 
nan if all Sorts of Perſons to take the Covenant, it was. 
Feel the ſame Inſtructions recommended to the Aſſem- - 
the My of Divines, to make a brief Declaration by Way 
iris . b = 
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the Church of Scotland, and begetting and bringing 


dom of Jeſus Chrift, and bearing down the King 
their Names or their Marks, to which their Name 


de provided for that End, and keeped as a Record ii 
every Parith:. And how, a little thereafter, it wal 


dom, and that every Congregation be enjoyned to 


f Exhortation to all Sorts of Perſons to take it, oi 


that which they judged not only lawful, but (af 


we, 
* 


Things conſi dered) exceeding expedient and necel 


fary, and to be a ſingular Pledge of God's graciou 


Goodneſs to all the three Kingdoms: In Obedience 


to which, the Aſlembly did frame an Exhortationf 


wherein they do not only hold forth the Lawfulneſ 


of the Covenant, and take off ſuch Scruples an 
Objections, as did then ly moſt in the Way of thi 


taking of it; but do alſo preſs it, as the ſovereign ang 


only Means to recover an imbroiled and bleeding Ne he 
nant. And upon theſe Grounds,and according to the 
Preſcripts, was that ſolemn Covenant taken by Mull 
titudes of Perſons of all Sorts ; many f which diff 
rejoice at the Oath of* God, and did look upon if 
as a molt promiſing Branch of Hope ho!den forth 
by the Lord, for renewing and reviving the Churclif 
of Chriſt in England and Ireland, and preſerving 


forth great and honourable Things amongſt the Nag 


K. 


tions and Churches abroad, for advancing the King 
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fcribed by Perſons of all Ranks ſeverally, writing 


dom of Antichriſt, Neither can it be forgotten, hour 
by the ſame Authority, it is appointed to be 004 


os 


are to be added, in a Varchment-Roll or a Book 
wherein the Covenant is to be inſerted, purpoſely tal 


— T 4 


ordered by the honourable Houſe of Commons, that k 
the Salemn League and Covenant be, on every Dai 
of Faſt and publick Humiliation, publickly read inf 


every Church and Congregation within the King - 


have one of the ſaid Covenants fairly printed 1 27 
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„ Letter, in aiTable fitted to hang up in ſome 
2 Pee of the Church to be read; which. "Things 
ecell pnted not their due Etfect in many Places. And 
cc ſhould we nor allo mention the mighty Power 
jene d Loving kindneſs of the Lord, teſtifying from 
tion ven, in his Works of Providence, his Approba- 
nne n of what was done by. his People in theſe Things 
__ ording to his Word? Who knows not how, from 
f pt Day and upward, the Lord went forth with 
a People and their Armies, and that the Enemy 
85 10t able to ſtand before them, but did fall un- 
Fer f chem, until they were foiled and wholly broken 
Mu Pieces? Theſe Things we mention, to ſtir” up 
di entertain in our ſelves and others, the honou- 
on MPle and due Eſtimation of that honourable and ſa- 
fort Bond of the Covenant, thus well warranted b 
ure Rcepts and Precedents fromthe Word of the Lord, 
rind rationally and ſtrongly urged by the Authori- 


in both Nations, thus ſolemnly ſworn by ſo 


70 ny Thouſands, thus ſealed and atteſted in the 
Xin! n{ciences of ſo many gracious Souls b lively Com- 
<ing Mon and Fellowſhip with God, in brining them- 

1 pes under the Bond thereof, and thus bleſſed and 

f ol bntenanced of God with ſuch outwardDeliverances 
ritin N Succeſſes. And, to make it edi that it is not 
ama hout Cauſe that we judge the Obligation thereof 
ok 0 be in Force, and that we do witneſs and pro- 
ly oy dur Adherence thereunto, for our Parts, tho“ 
di do not judge all the Matters contained therein to 
i che fame Importance and Weight, ſome of 
„tha being Religious, others Civil only, nor are all 


Articles thereof to be of the ſame Nature, ſome 
Hhem being abſolute and binding ene 


int 


others 


Ws conditional and binding condition ly only; 
& we do judge our ſelves, and the Parties engaged 
? ein, and who have taken it, to be ſtill rmly 


bound 


fo Feb as 


=—_ 7 eftimony n 

bound to endeavour, according to our and the 
Places, the Performance of the ſeveral Fhings then 
in contained and ſworn, according to the-commg 
and plain Senſe of the Words, and Nature of t 
Obligation cherein expreſſed ; and that no"Perſqy 
nor Power upon Earth can diſpenſe or abſolve eitht 
. themlelves or others from the Bond and Tye of th 
facred Oath of the moit High Gd. 
In the firſt Place, We do teſtifie for, and be 
Record unto ſo much of the Work of Uniformi 
in Religion, as was attained by the Reverend Allen 
bly of Divines at London, and the Commiſſione 
of the Kirk of Scor/a#4, in one Confeſſion of Faitl 
Form of Church-Government, Directory of Wo 
hip, and Catechiſing; and ratified and approved 
the General Aſſemblies of this Church and Parlif 
ments of this Kingdom, in fo far as did concen 
them, judging the ſame to be ſound and agreeable 
the Rule of the Word of God, and to be, ink 
far, the Reſult of one of theſe great Duties whe 
unto Wwe are obliged by Covenant, to wit, To endl 
your to bring the Churches of God in theſe thr 
Kingdoms, to the neareſt Comffunction and Unit 
mity in Religion, Confeſſion of Faith, Form 
Church-Government, Directory for Worſhip, a 
Catehiſing; that we, and our Poſterity after us, mill 
2s Brethren live in Faith and Love, and the Lo 
may delight to dwell in the midſt of us: And, bei 
followed and practiſed, we judge to be ſuch as wo 
ingularly contribute for the Honour and Glory 
God, and the «difying of the Churches of Chrilt 
theſe Nations, in the Knowledge and Belief of i 
Truth, Purity of Warſhip, Strength of Diſciplinf 
Unity of Affection, and Power of Godlineſs, a 
to the taking away and ſuppreſſing all Things ti 
are contrary thereunto. "44 3 
25 a Havi 


ELL 
2 2 


u Having now born Teltimony for, and proſeſſe 
eur Adherence unto the Doctrine, Worſhip, Dif- 
line and Government of the Kirk of Scotland, 
nd to ſo much of the Work of Uniformity as 
eas attained with England, and to the National 
WW ovenant of Scotland, and to the Solemn League 
Ind Covenant of Scotland, England and Irelaus; 
e hold it our Duty, in the Nexr Place, upon the 
rounds, and for the Ends already ſet down, as to 
roteſs our Adherence to che Teſtimonies formerly 
1 * by our 93 _ 2 of the Lern Mi- 
"Wilters and People, of the proteſting judgment in 
is Land, . the Mor of Sante in the - 
Fear 1651, concerning the Actings of the preſent 
Powers againſt this Nation and Church; So allo, at 
his Time, to bear Witneſs againſt the Things now 
"1 1 8912 Foot in theſe Nations, that are contrary and de- 
e WMructive unto the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, 
Ind Government, Uniformity and Coyenants alres 
y mentioned: And therefore, as . 
r. We do profeſs our Abhorrence of the Remnant 
Ind Root of that Popiſh, Prelatical and Malignant 
"Spirit, which, notwithſtanding of the Lord's Wit- 
Peſſing againſt it in a moſt eminent Way, now for 
Wear Twenty Years in theſe Nations, both by his 
Word and Works, yet doth not only lodge and 
rk in Thouſands, but break forth in many, to the 
ppoſing of Godlineſs and the Work of Refor- 
ation, and in taking hold of every Shadow of 
„ pportunity that ſeemeth to contribute for revi- 
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many ſuch, thro' their * Forwardneſs an 
too much of that Spirit into the very Vitals of G 


| after he had overcome the Edomites, did bow domi 
and worſhip their Gods, 2 Chron. 25. 14.) unto th 


with the malignant Party, contrary to the ſolemn 


our Adherence thereunto. | 
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the Immortality of the Soul, the Reſurrection d 


<<<. 
8 * 
8 


the Intereſts of Churdi 
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vernment, deſigning, no Doubt, to do by Frau 
what they have not been able to do by Force, by 
making us do as Amazzia King of Judah did (who 


involving of {the Land again in ſiniul Chmpliancf 


publick Confeſſion of Sins and Engagement to Du 
ties, in the Year 1648; to which ſolemn Confeſſio 
of Sins and Engagement to Duties, we do alſo jud 
our ſelves bound to bear Teſtimony, and to proſel 


2. We dodiſclaim and teſtifie againſt all that hug 
Swarm of Errors, Hereſies, and Blaſphemies tha 
have been broached, and have broken out in the 
Nations in our Days; whether ſuch as deny ar 
oppugn the Divine Authority of the holy Scrip 


- tures, or the ſacred Trinity of Perſons, Father, Soul 


and holy Ghoſt, in the bleſſed Unity of Eſſen 
and Being, One Infinite, Eternal and Almighty Godf 
the Deity of the Son of. God, the Deity of th 


holy Ghoſt, God's holy and eternal Decrees of E. 
lection and Reprobation, the Creation of the World 


the Being of good and evil Angels, Original Sin, 


5 


| 


the Body, the Day of Judgment, eternal Life ang 


the Trath of Teſus Crit. 7 
nd th ternal Death; the two Natures of Jeſus Chriſt, 
je, and the Union thereof in one Perſon; the real Me- 
„ at and fatisfying Vertue of his Paſhon to take a 

5 O in and Wrath, and Redeeming of Souls from the 


N 


„ tha Built and Bondage thereof, and theſe only who are 


an's Will to all ſpiritual and ſupernatural (00d; or 
» 4 | e true Nature of Faith, Or Juſtification by the 
f Golfree Grace of God through the imputed Righteouſ- 

Frau eſs of Chriſt taken hold of by Faith; or the Uſe of 
he Moral Law to Believers, the Inbeing of Sin, and 
f a Body of Death in Believers; or their confeſ- 


dowWing and acknowledging of Sin, and praying unto 
to th od for Pardon thereof; or their being chaſtiſed ot 
liance ;od for their Sins; or the Ordinances of Chriſt as 


| How uous and not neceſſary to a Saint, or the Mo- 
0 Duality of the Lord's Day, or the Baptiſing of In- 
eſſio . nts born within the Church, or the Lawfulneſs ot 
judg Paths, or Degrees prohibited in Marriage, Levit. 
rofel 8. the Government of the Houſe of God by Pres- 
pyteries and Synods, and whatſoever is contrary to 
he Law and to the Teſtimony, under whatſoever 
Names or Forms, whether Atheiſin, Antiſcriptu- 
eng n, Ari aniſin, 1 ciſm, Socinianiſin, Popery, 
Telagianiſmm, Familiſm, Arminianiſm, Antinomt- 
niſm, Libertiniſm, Anabaptiſm, Eraſtianiſin, 
Pirelacy, Separatiſm, Indepenaenay; and whatloe- 
Peer elſe that is condemned by the Word of God, 
hat hath been publiſhed in theſe Nation theſe Years 
Walt, or is on Foot therein at this Day; the Parti- 
Tulars whereof being ſo many and various, would 
he tedious and irkſom to enumerate. Yea, as we 
o diſclaim and teſtifie againſt all of theſe; fo we 
n d zudge that many of thele are for their Groſmeſs to 
and be abhorred, and do wiſh that they could for _ 
Ind,» 1 r | 1 
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clare his Wrath trom Heaven againſt thele Lands, be. 


too much Connivance and Countenance) from. theſs 
who might have done much for cruſhing that Cocka- 
trice in the Shell. P ö 


Civil Powers ſhould take upon them by themſelves 


as being contrary to the well-warranted Privileges 


ans, and that Paithfulneſs and Zeal that becomes the 


4 F * 
F * 2 


be buried in immortal Oblivion, never to be ment 
oned nor heard of any more in the Churches ok 
Bod: But when they. are vented, and many if 


them counrenanced and encouraged,to the provoking 


of the God of Truth ina high Meaſure, to the at e. 


fronting and treading under Foot his preciou 


Truth and Ordinances, to the ſubverting and def 
ſtroying of many Souls, to the Reproach of the 
Churches of Chriſt at home, and ſcandalizing off 
theſe that are abroad, to the Grief of the Godly 
and inſulting and mocking of the Prophane, to the 
Amazement of Friends, and and Rejoicing off 
Adverſaries; Who can hold his Peace? Nay, ve 
are afraid, that God will in ſome eminent Way def 


cauſe of that curſed monſtrous Brood of Errors, 
Hereſies and Blaſphemies that hath been hatchedaridf 
bred up therein theſe Years paſt, and alas with too 
little Contradiction (would to God there were not 4 


3. As we do profeſs our Diſſatisfaction that the 


ordinarily to preſcribe publick Humiliations and 
Thankſgivings, with the Cauſes and Diets thereof, 
to all the Miniſters and Members of this Church, 


and conſtant Practice of the Church itſelf, and in 
its own Nature introductory to greater Encroach- 
ments, and putting into the Hands of the Civil 
Power the Modelling of the publick \ Worthip of 
God, and Things moſt properly Eoelifiaſtick ; $0 
we deſire, with that Sobriety that becomes Chriſti- | 


A 


entiffniſters.of the Goſpel, to bear Witneſs againſt thoſe 
es i guries that are done to the true Reformed Proteſtant 
y ligion, profeſſed in this Church, and holden forth 
in ur Corifeſſion of Faith and Catechiſ.1s, and Di- 
Wtories for Worſtip, and Government, by that 
Petition of Advice offered by the late Parlia- 
nt at NMeſtminſter to his late Highnefs, and con- 


the ted unto by hin in the Article concerning Religion, 
ig ol now homologated by the Eſtabliſnment made of 
odly,Wt Government in the Perſon of his Son acccording 
> thefWreto; 1. Becauſe that Article, , tho” it do pro- 
g offffe that the true Proteſtant Religion, as it is con- 


ed in the Holy Scriptures of the Old and 
8 Teſtament, be held forth and aſſerted for the 

„ be · plick Profeſſion of theſe Nations; yet, by pre- 
rors, ding from all our former Confeſſions of Faith and 
J and{Mainments in the Work of Reformation, and by 
tooſhviding that a Confeſſion of Faith, yet to be agreed 
= - i | Me 

not n by his Highneſs and the Parliament accord- 
thee to the Rule and Warrant of the Scriptures, be 
-Wrted, held forth and recommended to the People 
Hhele Nations, it doth wave and caſt looſe all theſe 
er Attainments and Confeſſions of Faith from 
Ws the z7efſera of our publick Profeſſion, and im- 
Wt a very great Reflection upon the Religion 
reof, Nich ſince the Reformation from Popery hath been 
reh, Wetled®among(t us, and giveth no foal Scandal ro 


eges W Churches of God at home and abroad, and no 
d in W!! Advantage to Papills and other Adverſaries, 
ach- {Wrniniſiring unto them but too juſt Occahon to 
vil k and ay, that after a hundred Years profeſſing 
p of he Proteſtant Religion, we have it and the Con- 
So on of our Faith thereanent yet to ſeek, and to. 


Wetermined upon; yea, jt leaveth it doubtful, 


the Wt is or may be underſtood by the Proteſtant Re- 
Mi- 


n mentioned in the Article, whether that Cal. 
= | 85 binn. 


3% A mn. 
viniſm, or Lutheraniſm,. or Arminianiſin, or: 
other that layeth Claim to the Name of the Pry 

| ſtant, or ſome Complex of all or more of thele, 
the Things wherein all of them do agree, lai 
afide the Things wherein they differ. 2. Beca 
the Determinations concerning Religion made int 
Article, tho? reaching to. Scotlana, no leſs than 
England and Ireland, were enacted and eſtabliſiſ 
in a Law, not only without the previous deter 
nation of a Synod or Aſſembly of this Church, þ 
alſo without ſo much as Advice taken or Conſul 
tion with any of her Synods and Aſſemblies; . 
whilit ſome of her Miniſters were earneſtly defiri 
and preſſing the contrary : And that any Civil Poy 

ſhould at the firſt Inftant, eſpecially in a Chu 
conſtituted, whoſe eſtabliſhed Doctrine, Worſlif 
Diſcipline, and Government, they are bound, nl 
only by the common "Tye of the Magiſtrate's Dutf 
but alſo by the particular Oath of God, to preſerf 
 inviolable, take upon them, of and by themlelv 
to determine Things of ſo intimate and importalf 
Concernment to Religion ; yea, take upon — 2 
caſt looſe their former good and praile-worthy Seti 
ments, and to determine the public Confeſſion 
that Church and Nation, (as 1s hinted in that Pal 
tion of Advice) we conceive to be contrary tot 
Word of God, who hath put into the Hands of i 

Officers of his own Houſe (and not into the Hani 
of the Powers of the World) the Keys of his owl 
Houſe, whether the Key of Knowledge, or Doctrinff 
that conſiſts in expounding and preaching of ml 
Word, and determining Controverſies of Faith, 
cording to the Rule of the Scriptures; or the KY 
of Order and Decency, by which Circumſtances 
Order and Worſhip in the Houſe of God, are of 
termined, according to the general Rules 7 

5 01:88 


= the Trub of Fefus Chriff. 31 
Word, concerning Order and Necengy ; or the Key 
WW Difcipline, for — of Church-Cenſures up- 
che the candalous and obftinate; or, the Key 
ordaining and ſending forth of Church-Officers, 
ſpiritual Services and Miniſtrations in the Houſe 
God, Matth. 16. 19. John 1 1 Mal. 2. 7. 
a. 17. 9, 10, 11. Lev. 10. 10. Exel. 22. 26. 
ck. zz. 23, 24. Rev. 2. 2, 14, 15. Acts 15. 6, 
Acts 16. 4. John 18. 36. 2 Chron. 26. 16, &c. 


ete 

h | d to be contrary to the Confeſſion of the Faith 
nu conſtant Tenor of the Doctrine of this Church, 

. Ya former good and laudable Laws of the Land ; as 
Jeſiru l . from the large Confeſſion of Faith in the 
Poyl&ad Of Coumcils (to which alſo agreeth the Con- 


on of Faich, firſt agreed upon by the Aſſembly - 

8 Divines at Veſtminſtey Anno 1646, in the Head 

= Syn04s amd Councils, and in the Head concern- 

Ws the Civil Magiſtrate) and the Remonſtrances 
Wd Declarations of the General Aſſemblies of this 


ers, 
did 


5 
* ” 
_ 
y * 


3. We hold our ſelves b 
Article, becauſe of the 


int framed and eſtabliſhed in a Law ; to wit, of all thifi 
Father, and in Jeſus Chriſt his eternal Son, the u 


* * 1 f 
6 CO EEE * 0 r 9 » 
7 * e TI. N — a ” e GT. OA 7 — LOG 
—— 2 * 4 4 OTA 2 ä 
— * . 3 3 8 8 ” 9 8 r IG 
W ** 1 — 0 - 599 71 4 * W — ba \ _ 
a F ** - N 7 Ry . Ps. 8 « ; 246 X R — ths 
EOS. he ” 4 a SS X & Und - x. 6 <2 en N 
. * 2 — * n e n r 1 
7 2 8 a "5 EY * 1 n age. e 9 ** * * wo 
Ski Arts. . 4 * * * E © q * WY 
Fe We 2 * SE OE} 4 fro We Fa — We: 7 ang 7 
K RY BH e N "7 7 „ - HT = PAR "aq * a, A 
R oY ben LS ve a I we CEE” "rw £"IS 7 ont 
A 4 — 4 - 
2 
v * 


. 
RR 


and New Teſtament to be the revealed Will a | 


the Diiturbance of the publick Peace: So that tiff 


| phemies; or practiſe or hold forth Licericiouſ 


Quakeriſin, Pelagianiſm, and many Errors that 
not only deny and deſtroy many of the beautif 
Religion. Such a Toleration as this, we concein 
allowed by Maſters of Families in their Houſhol@ 


tradicting the Will of God revealed in the Scriptuli 


| Fo "aq 
bY % 
8 
5 


did witneſs, ig the midſt of Difficulties and Dang 
=> to witnels againſt tif 
"oleration of many Er 
and Hereſies, and Things that are contrary to foul 
Doctrine and the Power of Godlineſs, that is thei 


that are conſiſtent with profeſſing Faith in God if 


God, and in the Holy Spirit, God coequal with the 
ther and the Son, one God bleſſed for ever; aff 
with acknowledging the Holy Scriptures of the Of 


Word of God, whilſt the Maintainers therepf ab 
not this Liberty to the Civil Injury of others, 


erty be not extended to Popery or Prelacy orf | 
the countenancing fuch who publiſh horrible BY 


e B 
or Prophanneſs under the Profefſion of Chriſt ; M 
therefore, not only unto Armimnaniſm, Antinonl 
aniſim, Anabaptiſm, Eraſtianiſin, Separatiſin, & 


SERA 
* 


but alſo to a great Part of Familiſin, Socinianiſl 


Superſtructures, but do alſo ſtrike at many of tl 
Corner- ſtones, and chief Foundations of Chriſti 


cannot be connived at, much leſs countenanced a 


hy Church- Officers in the Churches of Chriſt, 
by Chriſtian Magiſtrates in Chriſtian States and Conf 
mon-wealths, without palpable croſſing and co 


of Truth, Gen. 18. 19. Gen, 35. 1, 2, 35 1 Wo 
3. 11, 12, 13, 14. Pſal. 101. 1 1 Tm. 2. 3, 12. 
10. II. Tit. 3. 10, 11. Rev. 2. 6, 14, 14, 46, 20. vil 


5 __ 0 4 
e SE RC eters 7% 
2 muede a N Sa 7: OY WF, 5 8 
7 : "EN * „„ >, 9 "4 N 
2 b Cad * F * 23 * * 1 2 . 2 . 


p 5 7 * ih; 6 1 
2 . "__” "06% 
* * * n 

_ 1 A. 

D T 2 — I CAD TITTY 2 2 5 n Id 

* * — 7 Gr 12 * 4 00, 4: ey So IS — *% , 4. : 6 = 3 

ls n ER W _ _ ** Gs r 21 1 9 _— qe . My 2 
- - c - * 4% 7 * = x] 


Lord of Lords, ſhox Example, by u 
à Scourge of Cords, and driving Buyers and Sell 


| therein give an Example of that Zeal for the Hat 
Church, to whom God hath given a coactive Poy 


the outward Man, do mar the Glory of God 2 
the Good of Men, and are {ubje& to Cognizan 


not propheſied in the Book of the Revelation, 7% 


ams of our Lord, and of his Chriſt ; and, that ij 
den Horns ſhall hate the W hore, and make her 4 


a WW 
a * 
13 1 


R Tem 
, ſhown them an Example, by mak 
out of the Temple, which was the only Ad 


compulſive and external Powers that we read 
him to have exerciſed in all his Life, that he nig 


of God, Which ought to poſſeſs all theſe againit t 
Profaners 'of his Temple, and Polluters of | 


wer the outward Man: And the Apoltle 24 
Rom. 13. in laying down the Magiſtrate's Duty, ha 
inſtructed us, that he beareth the Sword to be a Ty 
ror to evil Works; we mean, ſuch as appearing 


and Trial by Men; of which Sort are many Erroj 
Hereſies and Blaſphemies, Phil. 2. 2. 2 John 
2 Zim. 3. 13. Tt. 3. 10, Rom. 16. 17. And, if 


— 


the Kingdoms of the World ſpall become the Kii 


late and naked, and ſhall ear her Fleſh, and bf 
Her with Fire? Rev. 11. 15. Rev. 1). 16. 1 
is not the preſent Powers their taken upon them | 
reſtrain Popery and Prelacy, an undeniable Acknof 
ledgment, that the Civil Magiſtrate hath Pow, 
given of God fo to do? And, if in theſe Thin 
Why not in other Things that are no leſs prejudif 
al to the Glory of God and fpiritual Good of Mail 
2. Becauſe ſuch aToleration is utterly repugnant uni 
and inconſiſtent with the indiſpenſible Oath of G 
in the Solemn League and Covenant, profeſſed 
be made in the Preſence of Almighty God tl 
Searcher of all Hearts, with a true Intent to pe 
form the fame, as we fhall anſwer at that gra 
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e Truth of Fefus Chrift. 35 
Way, when the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be diſclo- 
. Is this Toleration the performing of theſe 
ows of God upon us? Or, is it not the Way to 
( looſe the Reformed Religipn in Scotland, to hin- 
r Reformation in England, to mar Uniforinity 
one Confeſſion of Faith, Directory of Worſhip, 
Witechiim, and Form of Church-Government? 
Bd ſhall we hereby extirpate Surperſtition, Here- 
WW. Schiſm, Prophaneneſs, and whatſoever ſhall be 
ind contrary to ſound Doctrine and the Power of 
Wodlineſs ? Or, is it not the Way to nurſe them u- 
In our Breaſts, and dandle them upon our Knees? 
this to free our Souls from the Guilt of other Mens 
s? Or, is it not to ſuffer Sin upon them; yea, 
W partake with them therein, and ſo partake of 
"Weir Plagues? Is this to make the Lord one, and 
Name one in the three Kingdoms? Or, is it not 
her to multiply our Gods according to the Num- 
"Wor of our Cities? 3. Becauſe this Toleration, by 
Wc Countenance which it hath had in this Nation 
Wc ſeven Years paſt, hath already produced ma- 
r fad and ſinful Effects, ſuch as the Growth and 
Wcreaſe of Popery, the ſpreading of Z:bertiniſm, 
W-ikeriſm, Anabaptiſm, and the prophaning of 
Lord's Day, and deſpiſing of the Ordinances and 
blick Aſſemblies of the Lord's People, the Con- 
Wpt and caſting looſe of Church-Diſcipline, the 
ſeleſs and unjuſt Revolt of Men of a malignant 
Irit from their own lawful Paſtors and Church- 
Weiitcers ; and ſundry, ſuch like, that are deſtructive 
to Piety and Godlineſs, and to Unity and Or- 
And if God ſhall not be gracioully pleaſed, by 
onderful Work of Power and Mercy, to prevent 
WW what can be expected when it is now framed inte 
aw, and all Laws to the contrary repealed. and 
Wen away, but that it ſhould prove the Inlet to all 
* | . 8-4 „„ 


36 A Teſtimony to 
Sort of Error and Diſtraction and Confuſion ? W. 
knows not how fertile the Spirit of Man is of vi 
Imaginations, and how prone to change the Tru 
of God into a Lie? That hardly can all thy 
Bounds that are ſet unto it, and theſe Bands th 
are put upon it by the Lord, when improven || 
Men to the utmoſt Diligence and Care, keep it fro 
debording into Error and Looſneſs. Shall it not thi 


155 overflow all its Banks, when it may do it withe 
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WH Contradiction ; yea, in many Things expect Cou 
6 tenance and Protection therein? Our Hez: 
; 5 i tremble to think how the Glory of God fhallh 
mJ * troden under Foot; how the precious Truths of t 
1 Goſpel ſhall be corrupted and perverted ; how i 
1 Ordinances of Chriſt ſhall be contemned and fe: 
1 | nought; how his Government ſhall be overthrow 
| 5 his Officers had in Contempt, his Worthip pg 
= Juted, his Day profaned ; how Peoples Minds fi 
r be troubled, and Souls ſubverted; how the Po 
„ of Godlineſs ſhall be eaten out with vain Jan 

| lings; how the whole Work of Reformation hi 


not only be retarded and obſtructed, but in a gr 
Meaſure (if not utterly) rendred void; how, infſtej 
of Reformation, we ſhall have Deformation\; mſi 
of the Power of Godlineſs, vain Jangling ; inſte 
of Love, bitter Heart-burningsand Fealoufies; inſtej 
of Union, Schiſm and Diviſion ; inſtead of Pead 
Contention and Strife; inſtead of Order and Gf 
vernment, Anarchy and Confuſion: Yea, wh 
elſe can be the Fruits that ſuch an evil Tree <> 
bring forth, or the Streams that can iflue from 
bitter and impure a Fountain, but that at laſt of 
Candleſtick ſhould be removed, and our Sun ſet 
a fad Night of obſcure Darkneſs? It is above 
Contradiction, that as the See of Rome, theſe — 


the Truth of Jeſus Cpriſt. 35 


? ed Years paſt, bath always had an Eye upon 
of vIritain, for reducing the Churches of Chriſt there- 4 
Trug, unto their former Subjection unto the Man of © 
il thin; fo, have not her Hopes been more heightned 


any Thing, than by this Toleration? becauſe, 
»ven ereby Advantage is miniſtred for ſending forth 
it froher Emillaries for crying down a Miniſtry and Or- 
ot thifinances, and perverting of the precious Truths 
with God, and inſtilling into Peoples Minds the Seeds 
Cour the Popiſh Doctrine, which maketh many wife 


Heal ien fear, that theſe Nations ſhall at laſt be carried 
ſhall ck again into Rome, and be ſwallowed up in Po- 
s of ih Superſtition and Idolatry. | 
ow of New:, As we do profeſs the Sorrow of our Hearts, 
d ſet we do teſtify the Abhorrency of our Souls, againſt 

che Injuries and Affronts that have been or are 
ip pi lered and done to the National Covenant of Scor- 
ds , and to the Solemn Leagve and Covenant of 
 PovwWF:1:7/7194, Scotland and Ireland: It is too much 
Janin upon theſe Nations (whereof we acknowledge 
on ſh{Wur {elves to have a large Share) that they have not 


ended the Duties to which they are reſpectively 


inſtenaged therein, with that Sincerity, Reality and 
inſte Cooſtancy, that becomes fo ſacred and ſolemn 
inſte o made unto God, but have, through the Power 
inſt! an un'ound and lukewarm Heart, and an un- 
Peaq able Fu come ſhort exceedingly therein; yea, 
d O ave fallen into many Breaches of all the Articles 
v hereof: But. what a dreadful aſtonithing Thing 1s 


Mt. the like whereof, we believe, hath ſcarce been 


ee C 
om Wezrd among the Heathen, that theſe olemn Vows 
iſt ud Covenants (which, for the Solemnity, have 
ſet ad but few Parallels among the Nations) ſhould 
ove ot only be {corned and derided by open Adverſaries, 
> hufhut vilitied, reproached, oppoſed and troden under 


= 05 ,by many who have therein opened their Mouths 


* _— 
Noe, 


2 


unto God, and ſubſcribed and ſealed them wil 


m— ——_— 


 -- a | 2 
= . their Hands; yet ſought to have them buried in O 
= _ livion, that the Name thereof, as to the Obligation 


them, may be no more mentioned nor remembreſ 
We cannot remember nor repeat, but with much Ii 
dignation and Abhorrency of Spirit, how ſome hay 
raited upon and reviled it, to that Height of Impi 
dency and Impiety, as to call it Nehuſptan, tl 
brazen Serpent, that ſhould be broken to Pieces an 
ground to Powder, leſt Men fall down to worhi 
 - it; and to compare the preſſing of it to the Papilj 
5 holding up the idolatrous Euchariſt in the Eyes d 
the People, that they may fall down and wor ſhif 
it: And how others, of no better Spirit, hal 
been bold to call it a Device of the Devil, a curd 
Covenant,hatched in Hell ; And, which doth mor 
afflict us, as being a more publick Sin upon the 
Nations: Not only is there no Law nor Declaration 
ſince the Year 1651, declaring the ſtanding Oblig 
tion thereof, and former Laws and Declarations red 
lating thereunto to be [till in Force; but the ver 
formal T'ye and Obligation thereof is forgotten and 
laid afide, and all Laws, Statutes and Ordinance} 
and Clauſes in any Law, Statute and Ordinance re 
lating to the Tye and Eltabliſhment thereof, repeal 
ed, lo far as they are contrary to the Liberty and 
Toleration in Things religious, holden forth in the 
Petition of Advice. Oh that we were ſenſible 
the Diſhonour that is done to God in theſe Things] 
and of the dreadful Guile that theſe Nations are 
involved into thereby, and of the great Wrath tha 
is like to come thereupon, becauſe of the ſame! } 
Covenant-breaking be a moſt hainous and dange4 
rous Offence, complained of, condemned, threat 
ned and ſeverely plagued of God, Pal. 78. 34, 300 
36, 37. Fer. 11. 10. 2 Kings 1). 15. Lev. 26 
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n WII. Dar. 29. 20, 21, 22, 23, 24.; Fer. 22. B, g, 


in Meek. 1). 15. Amos 1. 9. Foſh. J. 11, 12. 2Sam. 
oy J. 1, Je If it be true which was Adivered from 


e Word of the Lord by a reverend Divine, in 


nbreſf $ Exhortatioh made to the honourable Houſe of 


ich H = le 2 | rat 
e he ommons, and reverend Divines of the Aſſembly 


Tondon, before he read the Covenant, That 4 
bce-breaker is reckoned up among ſt the vileſt of 
briſtians, 2 Tim. 3. 3. So a Covenant-breaker is 
ted amongſt the worſt of Heathens, Rom. 1. 31. 
nd which from the ſame Word of Truth was delive- 
d by another reverend Divine, at the taking of the 
ovenant by the honourable Committee of Eſtates, 


Impyl 
2, tif 
. alg 
Or ſhi 
Papil 
yes if 


1 ad reverend Commiſſioners of the General Aſſem- 
curſi in Scorland, T hat God 8 out every Mats 
mo Pts Hole, am from his Labour, that perfor- 
thell ; not the Worls of this Promiſe, Neh. 5. 13, If 
ratio e fay) theſe be the true Sayings of God, as no 


oubt they are, becauſe delivered by the God of 
ruth, in the Scriptures of Truth ; have we not 
2aſon,upon the Hearing thereof, to be afraid, that 
Feat is the Wrath of the Lord that is kindled a- 
inſt the Inhabitants of theſe Nations, becauſe of 
Wrſaking and deſpifing of his Covenant; and, upon 
War Account, not only to 'mourn and humble our 
Nees in private, but alſo to give publick Warning 
Wereof unto others, that (if the Lord ſo will) we 
Way perſwade them alſo to humble themſelves and 
pent ; or if they will not hearken and hear, that 
e may deliver our own Souls, by bearing Witneſs. 
God and his Truth, and by not hating our Bro- 
er in our Heart, but in any ways rebuking our 
Wcighbour, and not ſuffering Sin upon him? Zev. 
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of the Maintenance of Miniſters is a Truth that 


* 


So allo, that it is a great Sin before the Lord, for thet 


until frit they do declare, under their Hands, thi 


rr 
In che laſt Place, We do alſo, as Miniſters of t 
Goſpel, teſtify our Diſlike, that the Civil Powe 
who now bear Rule over this Nation, ſhould i 
orols into their Treaſury the legal ſettled Mainy 
nance of all the vacant. Churches in the Land, ay 
put the Diſpoſing thereof into the Hands of a ( 
Vil Judicatory, without whole interveening Appri 
bation and Warrant (notwithſtanding of their bei 
called by the Congregation, and approven and 3 
mitted by the Presbytery) none al be authorlz 
or admitted to any ſuch vacant. Living or Benetig 
25 is due to the Miniſtry in Scotland; and that th 
do not allow them this Approbation and Warran 


% 


Purpoſe and Reſolution, to live peaceably under t 
preſent Government: 1. Becauſe this Way is co 
trary unto the Word of God. The divine Rig 


clearly taught in the Scriptures, both of the (| 
and New Teftament, Numb. 18. 8, 9. Deut. 
2, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 8, 2 Reck. 45. 1, 2, 
„„ M. 18, .. $0. 7.1 Cor 
1. 8, 5, 1% li, ,, 3& + Ges 
i Zim. 5. 17. And the Scriptures allo teach, that! 
it is the Magiſtrate's Duty to ſee ſufficient Proviſiq 
made for the Miniſtry, and (if need be) to ſupp 
their Want out of their own Treaſury, ai. 
23. Hai. do. 10. 1Chron. 29. f, 2, 3,4. © 20 
$1.2, 3, 4, c. Neh. 13. 10, 11, 12, 13. Gen. 47 


or any other, to take away or devour, or interv 
holy Things that are now already ſettled and d 
voted unto the Maintenance of the Goſpel, and 
the Worſhip of God, Lev. 2. 10, 32, 33. Def 
4, . i%/;⏑%9e 
EY. 2 CPron. 25. 24. 0 „ . 


nf be Trath of FeftsChrift., an 


Power, 19. 3). Rom. a. 22. Add to theſe Things, 


10uld hat the Church of Sratland hath a proper Pati- 
MaiaWony and Rents of her own, competent for the 
nd; afWtertaining of her Miniſters, founded, for the moſt 
of a (Wart, upon the Tithes and Allocations out of the 
Appil me, and upon particular Dotations and Mortifica- 
eir bei ons of private and publick Benefactors. 2. That 
and ere is no Footitep in the Word of God, of the 
horkMWivil Magiſtrate his Approbation of a Miniſter in 
zenef he Houſe of God, as neceſſary, before he have 
hat t ght unto, or Power to intromet with his Main- 
[arranMenance, or of the Civil Magiſtrate his being war- 
Is, th{Wanted to put a Bar upon the legal Maintenance of 
ider he Miniſters of the Goſpel, that is due unto them 


y Vertue of their Office, or to reſtrain it, until 

irſt they have given Bonds for their peaceable De- 

Wortment under his Government; but that, upon 

he Ohe contrary, the Word of the Lord doth clearly 

oi yok: 1 Miniſters Maintenance is due by Vertue 
t their 


is cal 
1 Riel 
that 


oyments, than to the * of his Subjects, Cen 47. 
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_ » Firſt Book of Diſcipline, Head 5th and 6th. & 


25th 1566. Articles touching Reformation conde 


the General Aſſemblies of this C ureh, and As 


S 
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7 ws 4 
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22. And the Part of - Levi's Covenant, of Miniſtnll 
baving Acceſs to their. Maintenance freely by vert 
of their Office, is of Force under the. Goſpel, 
well as under the Law; as we may ſee from the if 
Chapter of the Prophecy of Exekiel: It is the 
12 that an holy Portion of the Land bea 
ſigned for the Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Sant 
ary, and given urito them immediately by the Aſſigi 
ment and Commandment of God, without ſuch it 
terveening Approbation of any Civil Authority, «lf 
any ſuch Promiſes required of them, or made 
them, as previous unto their Right thereunto. A 
the ſame Thing is alſo clearly conſequent from theſ 
Texts in the . Teſtament which we have cite 
already, that do prove the Maintenance of Mimi 
ſters under the Goſpel, to be due to them, jure 418 
vino, and by vertue of their Office. 3. This Wa 


ol afſuming and diſpoſing of the Maintenance of th 


Miniſters of the Goſpel, is contrary unto the Lil 
berties, Privileges, and Conſtitutions of this Church 
founded upon the Word of God, and confirmell 
by a conſtant Current of many wholſom Laws and} 
Acts of Parliament, made in Favours of the Church} 


cor: Book of Diſcipline, Chap. 9, 10, 12.: Act 
the General Aſſembly at Edinburgh, December 


ſcended upon in the Aſſembly at Eaiuburgh, Fulj 
21ſt 1567. Act of the Aſſembly 8 
-24th 1576. Act of Parliament at Edinburgb, Octobe 
24th 1581. Act of Parliament at Eaiuburgl. 
January iſt 1592. As allo, the 6th, + 5th, and 
Sth Acts of King Charles I. Parliament at Zin 
Burgh, June 11. 1640. with many other Acts 
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Mc Eraſti aniſim whereby the Keys of the King 
dom of the Heaven are in many Things, by en 
tek Powers, extorted out of the Hands of Je 
Chriſt, and the Officers of his Houſe, and the 18 
berties of his Houſe wronged, and his Servan 
brought into Bondage; in all which we bave(fo far 
we have obtained Mercy to know our own Heart 
Confidence to take God to record upon our Soul 
that we have not defired nor deſigned to provolif 
any, nor to appear ſingular; but in the Simplicif 
ot our Hearts, to diſcharge our Conſcience to o 
Flocks, and to this whole Church and Nation, ag 
to all that are intereſted and concerned in thi 
Things, and to the Churches and Saints abroad, 
many as hear hereof, and to our Poſterity when 
are gone. And therefore we have only to add, Ti 
Fhat it is the earneſt Deſire of our Souls, and ol 
feriousExhortation and Warning to theſe our Flock 
_ &toallthe Lord's People in theLand,that they wou 
labour to have the Word of God richly dwellin 
in them, that they may be able to try the Spirits, an 
to diſcern of Things that differ, to know what 
Truth, and what is Error, and what is right, an 
what is wrong; and that they would ſtudy to 
rooted in the Faith and in the Love of Jeſus Chrilſþ: 
and of his precious Truth and Ordinances, retail 
ing an honourable Eſtimation thereof in their Heart 
and expreſſing their ſincere Affection and Reſpe 
thereunto in all their Way; and that they wou 
ſtudy to keep freſh upon their Souls, the Remer 
brance of all the Googneſs of the Lord, and of 1 
the great Works that he hath done for us, and . 
our Fathers of old; and of our ſolemn Vows at 

Covenants made with God in theSight of Angels a 
Men, and never to ſuffer ſuch Forgetfulneſs af 
Prophanity to poſleſs them, as to think themſelvi 


look 


the Tribe brit. 3% 
a crom the true and, gende Tye thereof; but 
eu keep themſelves Ander the Bond ef the fare; 
> fiiicerely, really and conitantly, to endeavour 
performance of the Duties to which they are 


le | 
vanMWereby obliged ;- and that they may not Be offended 
fo Wc &umble at Jeſus Chriſt and his Work; fle 
at; nor caſt away their Confidence; becauſe of 


vo ereſies, or becauſe of Diſappotments, and Re- 


ici oaches, and Contradictions, and Oppoſitions, and 
5 0 reſſions, and Perfecutions; for rhefe Things 


Wat be, that they which are approven may be fade 
et: Bur that they may be ſtrong in the Lord, 


ny Paticnce, and waiting for his Salvation, know- 


ies, that he that endureth to the End, fhall be 
1 ofFved ; and, in the mean While, comforting them- 
»ckWres in this, that God hath not caſt off the Care 
ou his Church and People in this Land, It is a Mer- 


i moſt worthy of our Obſervation, that Errors 
Wd Herefies, notwithſtanding all the Advantages 
ey have had theſe ſeven Years paſt in Scotland, have 
anWken hold but of few Profeſfors, formerly noted 
WW: the Knowledge and Love of the Truth; and 
Wat the Preaching of the Goſpel, notwithſtanding 
JW the Diſadvantages it hath been attended with 
eee Years, yet hath been bleſſed of God in ſeveral 


(peſW2ccs of the Land, to the bfinging in and buil- 
Ong up of Souls; an Evidence that the Lord is yet 
nenfÞLongit us, and a promiſing Branch of Hope 
f Wit he will regive his Work, and bring fort 
| {ns Remnant, and continue to dwell in our 


nd. And we are alſo bold in our God, to warn 
e Higher Powers, into whoſe Hand the L OR 


E | 
th in the Depths of his righteous Judgments given 
3 „ , 
ol? | | 


- . 


ckfilidings; and Revoltings, and Diviſions, atid | 


din the Power of his Miglit, poſſeſping their Souls 


ww *T "A Tnmnis.'.. 
45 Nation, that they would not look upon 
our Teſtimony, as proceeding from any evil Spi 
or carnal or politick Defign, but from the fin 
and innocent Impreſſions of our Duty made up 
our. Hearts by Jeſus Chriſt (who, tho” he is 
Prince of Peace, yet did the Zeal: of the Lon 
Houſe eat him up, and make him. witneſs agai 
the Corrupters of his Truth, and Polluters of | 
Worſhip,” and Profaners of his Temple, and all UM 
righteouſneſs of Men) nor deſpiſe the Words 
Soberneſs and Truth; which, tho” proceeding h 
from a very few poor weak Inſtruments, yet, 
are jure, have their Foundations in the Scriptures 
Truth, and are as to the Matter confirmed, 
hope, with the Heart-approbation of many of ü 
Thouſands of the {7ae7 of God in this Land; b 
that, laying aſide the Ballances of outward Diſpe 
ſations, and politick Principles and Intendment 
they would weigh Things in the Ballances of t! 
Lord's Sanctuary, and, in the Fear of the great a; 
dreadful Name of the Lord, ſearch and try tha 
Way in Order to this Nation, eſpecially in Ora 
to the Houſe of God, which doth in a great Meaſur 
ly waſte : Yea, would to God it were not laid wall 
and made deſolate, and the Hedges thereof broke 
down, whilſt Men run to build and fence their ov 
Houſe with the Spoils and Ruins of the Houſe « 
God: The Wrath of God is revealed from Heavg 
againſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Met 
Feruſaiem bath been a Cup of 'Trembling, and 
burdenſom Stone to many People, and hath a 
them in Pieces, who have burdened themſelves ther 
with, Zech. 12. 2, 3. and the Vengeance of t 
Lord's Temple hath broken in Pieces many of ti 
Powers of the Earth, Jer. 50. 15, 28. And whe 


3 


eve 


— 


the Truth of Fefts Chriſt, 4% 
r have endeavoured to raife themſelves upon the 
is of his Houſe, have been buried under the 
bbiſh thereof; yea, where Services have been 
er ways commanded and proſpered of the Lord, 
. „hen Men for rootihg of themſelves have re- 


3 


tech their Zealfor the Houſe of God, and-counte- 


m upon them and their Houſe, 2 Kings 10. 29, 
Hoſ. 1. 4. And therefore, it concerns the higher 
ers, that now are under the Peril of the dread- 
Diſpleaſure of the Lord of Hoſts, who is zealous 
his holy Temple, and for his People, timeouſly 
ſeriouſly to conſider of theſe Things; and, whe- 


anW.c-d the worſhipping of Calves and Idol Gods, 

Wir former Services have been imputed unto them 
3, Iniquity, and the Lord hath threatned to avenge 
8 


rch, in thoſe Things that concern Righteouſ- 
and Religion, be agreeable to the Rule of 
uity, and to the Bond of the brotherly'Cove- 
; or, if the Royal Law in theſe Matters be not 
ated, and the Solemn Covenant broken and 
gaſide and forgotten, and the Hedges of the 
8's Vineyard broken down, ſo that all they which 
paſs by the Way do pluck her, and the Boar , 
ef the Wood doth waſte it, and the wild Beaſt _ 
of the Field doth devour it. Retum, we be- 


le ee, O God of Hoſts : Look down from Heaven, 
ava behold and viſit this Vine: And the Vineyard 
5 ch thy Righi-hand hath plauted; and the + 
n 


ich that thou madeſt ſtrong for thy "ſelf." 
burut with Fire, it is cut down, they periſo 
be Rebuke of thy Countenance. Let thy Haul 


tion the Nan of: thy Right-hand ; upon the S 
f tian 400m: thin madeſt ſtrong for thy ſelf. So 
wh ue go lack from thee: Quicken us, and 

eve : 3 11 Mea 5 5 


Fa . + +: -40E 


their Actings in Order to this Nation and. 
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dt bt. Auurtabs, and Minifter of the Go 
( there. 0 
5 Mr James Wedderburn Miniſter of the oli 1 
A i I Monis. CL 
p "Mir. John Crookſhank Miniſter at Regov! | 
| Vr. James Gay Minilter of the Goſpel 
4 435% Seirliug. 

5 Mr. Alewander-. Apex Minift er at Soon 
Mr. John Murray Miniſter at Methuen. 
Mr. Rebert Camppel Miniſter at Mrllein. | 
= Frances Perſon Miniſter at Kirkmid 
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A Letter from ſeveral Miniſters, hom 
Aang the farmer Teſtimony, a 


Reverend and gear wache , Being informed 
| 2 are upon Phoughts of cauſing prin 
Teſtimony, given by you in behalf of the Dok 
Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government of the 
of 2 wa of the National Dm 
Solemn League and\Covenant, and the 
Uniformity in Religion, and againſt the En 
Hereſies, and Mes oo of the Times, and I 
ration thereof, g. And, taking to our ſe 
Conſideration the manifold: Dans nzers.thag do threſ A 
Revs gion, and the Wenn of God in theſe ! 


the rnb 0 EfUS CH. J 
, eſpecially in this Church, with the Continuance 
Increaſe thereof Day by Day; we could not 
an encourage you therein, and, for the Exonera- 
of our own Souls, qoin with you as joint Wit 
les in thoſe Matters. We could have wiſhed, and 
know ſo allo could ye, that there had been a 
vm Drauzht, fitted in every Thing to the preſent” 
Je and Condition of the Time, and to the Work- 
of the Spirit of Deluſion therein: And, in a 
jal Way taking Notice of that unhappy Petition 
ly ſubſcr.bed and promoted by ſomè few of our 
untrymen, in behalf of the vaſt Toleration that 
ow on Foot in thoſe Nations; a Petition that we. 
the more bound to witne's againſt, becauſe it is 
monly reported (and we'believe, not without 
ound) to be ſubſcribed by Mr. Themas Ireland, 
o did once profeis himſelf to be of our Number; 
Woe Miſcarriage in that Particular, as we defire 
be humbled beſore Cod for it; fo we judge it our 
ty, and we know alſo ſo do ye, to bear Witneſs 
inſt it before the World: But, knowing that it 
uld take a long Time before that a new Draught 
a Teſtimony could be condeſcended upon by theſe 
it live at ſuch a Diſtance, eſpecially in the Win er- 
Pon; We thought it better to encourage you to 
bliih this, and to take hold of the preſent Oppor- 
ity of the ſignifying our Conſent thereunto, than 
delay; being altogether uncertain what the pre- 
t Conſuſions might bring forth. That we did 
t at the firſt ſubſcribing join therein, was not u- 
n. any Diſſatisfaction upon the Matter which it 
ntains, we being abundantly clear in that from the 
ginning; but ſome ef us were cut off f om the 
caſion by phyſical Impediments, and others know- 
b that there were at that Time ſome Endeavours 
Id Expectation of an Addreſs to be made by _ 
> 8 | I 
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ral Synods to the Civil Powers, remedying | 
the Evils which you then thought fit to witnekf 
gainſt in ſuch a Way, they judged it more expedi 
for the Time to delay the gyying of any ſuch Te 
mony, until theſe Addreſſes Thould prove ineftectulli 
And, there being now no, Accels thereunto, we 
very free to homologate your Teſtimony, and 
hereby declare our Conſent and Adherence to ti 
ame; deſiring that it may be conſtrued of the Wolf 
and accepted of God, not only as yours, bur as ou 
and yours jointly: So, com.wending you to. t 


* 


Grace of God, we continue 


Nov. 22. 5 Tour very affectionote Brethri 
69. i our Lord Fejus Chriſt, i 


| 
Mr. 7 homas Zundie Miniſter at Ratray. 
Mr. James Simęſon Miniſter at Airth.. | 
Mr. George Murray Miniiter at Fouls, T 
Mr. Robert Rule Miniiter at Suxling. 
Mr. 7 homas Hogg Miniſter at Lerber. 
- Mr. Thomas G1ajs Minilter at Dunke/l, 

M᷑r. James Strachan Miniſier àt Dunkell. 
Mr. Gilbert Menzies Miniſter at Fortengel. 2 
Mr. Patrick Campbel Miniſter at Klin. We 


For their Reverend Brethren, 
Mr. Sammel Rutherfurd Prin- 
cipal of the Divinity College 
in St. Anarews. Mr. ames 
Guthrie Miniſter at Stirling, 
and the reſt of the Brethren 
ſubſcribing the Teſtimony. 


| 


an 
| 
oi! 
Al 


0 


IDoHERE NOE. 


T E Mr. Jobn Me Millan Miniſter of the 
| Colpel, and Mr. ZoBz M*NewPreach- 
er of the Golpel, allenting to, appro- 
| ving of, and ſubſcribing the foregoing 
rthy Teſtimony to the Truth of -Jeſus Chriſt, 


nment of the Church of Scotland, as reformed, 
by Law happily eſtabliſhed 1549, according to 
Word of God, and to the National Covenant 
PFcotland, and to the Solemn League and Cove- 
Wt of the three Kinzdoms, Sections, England and 
and (which theſe Nations made, and ſolemnly 
ed into, as the greateſt and ſtrongeſt Bulwark of 
gion, and ſureſt Foundation of a fins Union and 
We betwixt theſe Kingdoms, and the belt Way 
ringing down the Enemies of both :) And to 
beautiful and glorious Work of Uniformity in 
gion, carried on, and far advanced in the ſaid 
Kingdoms in proſecuting the Ends of the ſaid 
enant; and approven by the General Afem- _ 
of the Church of Scotland, and happily eſta- 
ed, and unalterably ſecured by Law in the 
rches of Chriſt in theſe three Nations, before 
,, formerly ſubſcribed by theſe our worthy Re- 
ters,and Adherers thereunto, as above: 'There- 
we being moved with Zeal for the Glory of 
W, the Vindication 1 5 Truth, and for the Ro- 
„ ne- 


L ab 


Hl 


to the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Go- _ * 


— 


52 ; * 8 A-Teftimony, &c. TY. — 
„ neration of our Conſciences; being alſo fully cli 
Our 1 of all, and every one of the 
cious Truths contained in the aid Teſtimony; 
likewiſe, firmly believing, and ſolemnly declarff 
that it was lawtul and agreeable to the Scriptur 
the Old and New Teitament, for our reno 
Reforiners to make, and Nationally enter into i 
. Covenants foreſaid ; and that they contain notifi 
but what is according to the Word of God, and 
Covenant of Grace; and that they are, and 
continue ſtill Nationally binding upon theſe thre 
venanted Nations, to lateſt Poiterity : And, as 
ceſſary, ſeaſonable and publick Teſtimony off 
Approbation of thele noble Truths contained i 
foregoing Teſtimony, with every Part of ou 
venanted R formation, and againſt the Errors, 
reſies, Blaſphemies, evil Practices, and vaſt WW 
ration now (as then) on Foot in theſe Nati 
do hereby, with the Ruling Elders, and pri 
Chriſtians of the United Societies in the three 
doms, moſt chearfully, heartily and publickly al 
to and elpouſe the ſame as ours. 


. Mr. John N 
Atv jc 2d, | | Mr. John AN 7 
I 729. | Es 2 = 


Here many Names of Ruling Flders and vl 
Cbriſtians of the ſaid United Societies might 
been ſubjoined, if it had been judged nece 


Fellows the ſJerſonrble and neceſſary Teftinit 
the Preiby'er of Edinburgh, agatuſt the an 
zy Petition for & Toteration mentioned in tht, 


n 
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wg gong Letter. 
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PRESBY TERY of EDINBURGH, 


Againſt 2 late Ps TI o N, tending (in the - 4 
Scope and Deſign thereof) to the Over= 


turning of the Ordinances and Truth of 


CHRisrT in this Church. 
October 5th, 1659. 


T cannot but ſadly afflict all tender-hearted 
Chriſtians, and Lovers of the Intereſis of 
i Chriſt, that the Lord having for diverſe Vears 
ft the Beauty of his Ornament in Majeſty a- 
MW Dong us, and afterward having ſet up Bis Fi e in 
Zion, and his Furnace in Feruſalem, to take Proof 
of o:r Proficiency under bis Ordinances, there 
ſhould ſo much Droſs and Scum appear among us; 
that our outward. Chaſtiſements fhould be attended 
wih ſo many ſpiritual Judgments; and that the Li- 
centiouſneſs of the Times hath not only looſed the 
Reins to Atheiſm, Irreligion and Profanicy in ma- 
ny, and opened the Door to Seducers from witb- 
out, to break in upon this Church; but that even 
from among our lelves ſome have ariſen, ſpeaiing 


per- 


„ ---- 
erverſe Things, who have ſpit in their Mother 
Face in the Day of Rebuke, and made Defectiaſ 
from the Doctrine of Chriſt and his precious Oi 
dinances which ſhe in Mercy enjoyeth. As the 


Things (in the holy and righteous Di penſation vii 
God) have bred us no ſmall Exerciſe and Grief q 
Heart in our Stations; So it cannot but augimenii 
our Sorrow, when we find that Diſtemper not ond 
ly continuing to be a Snare and Trial to the Lord 
People under our. Charge, but that it is upon th 
growing Hand: And that now ſome Men are nuff 
contented to make Apoſtaly themſelves, and to df 
what they can, by their Example and Activity in 
Seduction, to' ere others ; but they will alfol 
bend their utmoſt Endeavours, to pull down the 
Hedge about the Lord's Vineyard, and to over: 
turn all Settlement of Religion among us, that io a 
Liberty may be proclaimed, and Encouragement 
held forth, to all who pleaſe to run wild (under af 
Pretence of ve Light) in all Abominations of Er- 
rors and Deluſions, until (if Meicy prevent it aol ne 
the Lord's Plantation here be turned into an how. 
ing Wilderneſs, and ſo the Way be prepared for An- 
tichriſt (who is not aſleep in theſe Times; and 
whoſe Hand is, not without Cauſe, ſuſpected by the 
fober Godly, in theſe Actings) to make a Prey of us 
Or the Minds of People be fo plagued with Atheiſm, 
- by Reaſon of their own and others Reeling in the 
Matters of God, that they will prove as capable off 
an Impreſſion of Heatheniſm as of Chriſtianity, MM 

Of theſe pernicious Practices, we have of late 
met with a fad Inſtance, (which calls us forth to give M 
our Teſtimony at this Time) in that ſome, upon MW 
Deſigns beſt known to themſelves, have projected, 
and (as we have the Charity to believe) enfnared W 
others to join with them in 2 Peririou, te Hy by 
| void 


7 


Id and aboliſhing 7 vil Sangtions eſtabliſhing 
W Dogrine, Di 


Diſcipline and Goycrnment«of this 
ch, che Fruits of the many Prayers and fad Suff 
3 13S of the Godly in this and former Ages; that 
| they may enjoy 4 vaſt Toleration and Encourages / 
nt in imbracing vileſt Errors, which they are 
f caſed to ſet of! under the ſpecious Names of jaſt 

erties and Gapei-Priviveges, This unnatural. 
Wctice, proceeding from among our ſelves, and 
m ſome of theſe who once pretended to ſpeak of 
Freat Bleſſedneſs in building up what now they 
Huld deſtroy, and in enjoying what now they a- 
Wninate: Though we believe it will not ſignify 
nach, upon the Account of thoſe who proſecute. it, 
Och dic erning Men who know them, and whom 
y grieve in this Matter; And in that Rear, 
ver. could very eaſily have paſled ic as a Matter o 
le Moment: Yet we could not but tremble ta 


0 2 

ent id ſuch a Spirit among us. And, as we are cal- 
era of God to ſtand in the Gap, in our Station, 
Er. Mperever any Hazard to Truth and Religion ap- 
ot) Wars in this Church: So we held our ſelves more 
oy Krly concerned in this Buſineſs, ſeeing it is afſer- 
n. to be the Petition of ſome within our Bounds 


Charge. And though we have hitherto con- 
ted our ſelves with bearing Teſtimony againſt 
ir Way in our ordinary Miniſtry, if peradventure 


boy d might be pleaſcd to reclaim them from the Er- 
the of their Way; yet, being informed of the un- 
 ofMlant Activity of ſome of them to have their De- 


n effectuated, we could not ſatisfy our ſelves, as 
ving ſufficiently exonered our ſelves to their 


ate 

ive nſciences, or done our Duty to theſe of our 
on Mpective Charges, without the ſuperadding of this 
ed, | at Teſtimony. | | / : | 


It 
9 


56 e 
If we ſhould inſiſt to deſcant upon the Title an 
Subſcribers of that Petition, we might fay mau 
Things, which neither would be plealant to them ii 
hear, nor have we uy Delight to take into 
While they deſign themſelves wel/ affectea Perſon 
if they mean in Reference to Piety and Religion, 
would be but little pleaſing if we ſhould give ti 
true Characters of ſundry of them who are know 
to us, and within our Bounds, what ſome of thenllf 
have been in all the Turnings of theſe late Time 
and what they yet are: This will (we truſt) mai 
our Pains needleſs as to this Purpoſe, that if 
it is known, how the Body of the truly Godly, Ml 
nitiers and People, throughout the Land, do abt 
minate and mourn over their Way, however thei, 
have differed in other Things among themſelvel 
So we are confident, wherever they are know 
their Piety (whatever it be) will not be per{waſnl 
to commend this Courſe in the Eſteem of any di 
cernins Godly Men. We wiih they had gi en 
greater Proof of Tenderneſs and Piety, than to1 
fert in that very Title, that they are Perſons 7:2 al 
about Edinburgh. For, unleſs they make molt « 
the Corners of this Land to be in and about it, th 
will be found a marifelt Untruth ; there bei 
but a few of the Names we have ſeen at that Pet 
tion within all our Bounds, and the moſt of the 

gathered in the Country, many Miles from tli 

Place. That which we think moſt ſtrange in t 

Conveyance, is, That diverſe Perſons, profeſſed 

oppoſite to the Way of the Qrakers, whoſe Pri 
ciples and Way have been already laid open to ti 

World, in their true Colours; yet do join with the 
in ſigning that Petition, to which the Hands of mo 
of that Sect are gathered through. the Country 
This, as it gives us Caule to believe the Truth 
N > 22 „ 


7 — 


2h agninſt Toleratiun. 57 


nan 


m ſeveral Copies of that Petition in ſeveral Parts of 
ine Country (ſome of the Petitioners little knowing 
/ouWrh whom they joined in it) which at laſt they put 
n, Wether in one Paper: So it gives us to ungerſtand 
* thi 


at a Liberty the Deſigners of that Petition intend 
en no other than what will comprehend theſe 
Lakers who join with them, ſome of whom have 
bliſned in Print under their Hands, not only vile 
proaches againſt the Miniſtry of this Church, but 
bs Errors againſt the Truth of God, as namely 
WS initance in ſome Particulars) That the Godly in 
Ws Life are without Sin; That the Light whereby 

cry Man that cometh into the World is enlight- 
N, is not the Light of Nature, but a perfect 
Wt ſufficient to ſave them who will follow it ; yea, 


OW 
the 


mem 


bd, and that it is a Doctrine of Devils to ſay, 
bd commandeth Men that which they are not 


ord of God, but the Declaration of the Word, 


the Words. 5 
heſe and diverſe other groſs Errors about Electi- 


bliſhed by ſome of the Petitioners, do abundant- 
clear what a Deluge of Abominations they plead 
be ſecured in. And albeit they have endeavou- 
to convey their Deſign more cloſely in their 


re fully in their Proviſo: Wherein they crave, 

debarred or moleſted, but enjoy equal Protection 

Peeſſion, provided they profels Faith in Jeſus 
. 1 


* 


919 


* 
9 


| at is eredibly i1formed p of their gathering Hands | 7 


rilt himſelf : That it i“ not a natural Man's Duty 
pray; That Men are able to fulfil the Law of 


le to perform ; That the Scriptures are not the 


and Reprobation, Univerſal Redemption, Sc. 


$7707 ; yet their Agents have ipoken their Mind 


it none diſſenting from the National Profeſſion of 
> Doctrine and Church-Diſcipline here eſtabliſhed, 


N Encouragement in the Exerciſe of their CHurch- 


_— 


SD d>,., - 
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38 A Teftimony-», . 
Chriſt, and do not make Uſe of this Liberty 
colour any licentious Practices, and it be not exts 
ded to Popery or Prelacy : And all this not vii 
ſtanding any Laws made to the contrary. , Thi 
indeed a Toleration as large as any that ever half 
been pleaded-for by the wildelt of Hereticks, ; 
very far from that Modeſty that hath appeared] 
any judicious and ſober Men, though otherwiſe j 
clining to Moderation in ſome Differences. Herd 
they would cut the Sinews of all coercive Power 
Cenſure in Matters of Relizion, either by the] 
giſtrate, or by the Church; and are not content 
be ſecured againſt any Civil Reſtraint to be laid a 
uvleſs alſo al Civil Sanctions eſtabliſhing the Rek 
med Religion and Exerciſe of Church- Diſcipline 
abrogated, or made void. They do not conte 

' themſelves to plead for Toleration in Matters | 
Church-Conſtitution and Government, but in Ma 
ters of Doctrine alſo, and that in ſuch a Latitud 
that if they profeſs Faith in Chriſt, they mult 
free; And, what Hereticks, how vile ſoever, 
not profeſs ſo much, if they turn not Heather 
Turks, or Jews? All theſe other Cautions, whe 
with former Conceſſions of Liberty to Diſſente 
are guarded (as, That they muſt profeſs Faith int 
holy Trinity, acknowledge the holy Scriptures tol 
the revealed Word of God, that they publiſn 
horrid Blaſphemies, that they revile not the Miri 
ſtry or their Aſſemblies, nor diſturb them in ti 
Worſhip of God, Sc.) all theſe are here paſſed on 
In 2 General of proſeſſing Faith in Chriſt, and i 
ing free of licentious Practices. And we might vel 
juſtly enquire of them, upon their Principles, wil 
they would ſeclude Popery and Prelacy, more tha 
the reſt; and that not only conſidering how the veal 
Body of Popiſh Poctrine may conſiſt with * * 


3 


„.. 4 
s g ; — i ® , 


With in Chriſt, as well as other damnable Errors: 
nd learned Men before us have demonſtrated what 
.. MWProgrels Popiſh Opinions have already made unde; 

n 7 Colour o new Lights if not a ſo by Popiſh 
Wmiffaries their infinuating themſelves among ſeveral 
css for that Eftect) But we would gladly know 
hat Arguments' thev can bring from the Word of 
od for ſecluding thoſe as corrupt Opinions and Re- 
zions, which will not militate as well againſt other 


lere 5 le 9 
„errors, even owned by ſome of t em. This allo 
ay further diſcover the Deſign of thele Petitioners, 
at d the Tniquity of. their Deſires, that they are not 


Mnrented to plead for Forbearance, or Protection 


Froneous, enjoy equal Encouragement with the 
und and Orthodox: A Thing condemned even 
thoſe who yet in many Places plead for a Tole- 
tion, and molt unjuſt in 'itfelf, that thoſe who 
ofeſs the Truth, ſhould not only extend Pity to 
are deluded Men, but encourage and maintain 
em in their pernicious Vays.“ „„ 
We cannot but be confident, that, through the 
leſſing of God, the very Diſcovery of the Iniqui- 
of this Courſe, will break the Snare to all thoſe 
ho are not given up to Wantonneſs of Mind, for 
Wt receiving the Truth in Love, and are not dri- 
ns Defigns to root the true Reformed Religion 


Wepticks and void of all Religion, but do acknow- 
age there is Truth and Error in the World, and 


ruth, and not to reel every Day, 2 Pet. 1. 12. 

for, how elſe could Men either preach any Thing 
2 Truth, or how could they die with Comfort, or 
ffer for any Truth, as not knowing but a new Day 


ly in their Way, but that they, though never ſo 


t of this Land. And indeed, if Men turn not 


| dight produce new Ley 99 Then it muſt 8 


againſt Toleratimn. 9 


at Men ought to be eſtabliſhed in the preſene 


$0 N , 8 
be an Iniquity to let Men run looſe to do wh 
right in their own Eyes, and to give no leſs Ene 
ragement to the groſſeſt of Heret.cks than to 
Fichful Friends of Truth: If Hereſy be a Woh 
the Fleſh, no leſs than Adultery, Murder, Sc. 
F. 19, 20, 21. If erroneous Doctrines be damnabl; 
themſelves, 2 Per. 2. 1. and no leſs pre judicial toi 
Souls of others, than a Gangrene in any Meme 
is to the Body, 2 Tim. 2. 17, 18. And if Seduii 

5 theſe Doctrines be no leſs dreadful to the Chun 

than grievous Wolves are to Flocks, As 20. 
It Ruft be great Cruelty, not only to ſuffer, buf 

encourage ſuch to run on to their own Perditidf 

and to ſeek the Perdition of others, provided tif 
hold faſt a general Profeſſion of Tagen in Jeſus Ch 

If Unity in Doctrine and Worſhip, be a Mean 
eltabliſhing and multplying the Church; (as 

Practice of the Apoſtles makes clear, who find 

the Diſciples troubled, and their Souls ſub ven 
with Diſputes and Errors brought - in among the 
Acts 15. 24. do eſtabliſh them, and contribute 
their Encreaſe, by their Decree ſuppreſſing 

Error, As 16. 4, 5.) And if, upon this Accou 

a Miniſtry be appointed to bring the People of Cf 

to Unity in the Truth, and keep them in it, H 
4. 5, 8, It. with 12, 13, 14. It muſt be an vil 

queſtionable Cruelty to ſeek Encouragement to 

up that which cannot but retard the Progreſs of 

Goſpel, and fruſtrate the Labours of the Mini 

In the Days, wherein God hath promiſed that 

will give his Pepple not only one Heart, but one Will 
JE 32. 39. and that not only zhe Lora, but 

ame allo, (or Ordinances and Way of Profeſſion 
thall be one, Zech. 14. 9. and wherein Chriſt hl 
prayed, that, his. People may be one, as a ſp a 


hu ean to prove the Truth of Chriſtian Religion, 
nen 17. 20, 21, 22, 23. They mult be very ſimful- 
imployed, who, inſtead of mourning over, or 
king to repair the too many Breaches that already 
ng thereby to the Work of the Goſpel, do beſtir 
Wemſelves ſo actively to multiply them, and to be 
couraged in ſo doing. And if ſuch a Toleration 
ch produced ſad Fruits, even in Churches where 
eligion is not ſettled, how much more abominable 
it, to ſeek it in this Church, which, in the great 
ercy of God, is ſectled in Doctrine, Worſhip, 
Wiſcipline and Government, to the Preſervation 
Whereof, both Nations are engaged by the Oath of 
bio? This certainly is nothing elſe, but to endea- 
pur to pluck up the Hedge planted by God about 
s Vineyard, and to open a Door to the Atheiſti- 
| and Profane, under Pretence of new Lights, 
blickly to avow their Contempt of all Ordinan- 
and Truths of the Goſpel, to the Grief and 
ddening of all the truly Godly, = __ 
W [t is neither negeſſary nor poſſible, in this brief 
eltimony, to deſcend particularly into this Con- 
verſy, or to condeſcend upon the many _ 
Wations neceſſary for the right ſtating thereof, or 
. iy} propound and vindicate the Arguments confirming 
e Truth: Theſe are extant in the learned Writ- 
2s of others before us, to be peruſed by all who 
Wire Satisfaction; and theſe Petitioners have ſaved 
2 Labour, in propounding their Deſires in ſo large 


Chriſtianity, except only the Names of Poper: 

d Prelacy: Nor will it ſuffice them that any ould 
ead for a Permiſſion or Forbearance to them, un- 
Is they be encouraged and countenanced. allo. 
herefore we ſhall only give a brief Hint Rn 
Ss ; + Prin- 


ff 


— 


e, or being ſenſible of the ſad Prejudices redoun-. 


Nerms, that they ſecſude nothing that bears the ame 


Principles and Grounds in this Fruth of God, 
the eſtabliſhing of the Souls ot his People. 7 
We are not ignorant what an Oaium is caſt un 
us, and the Government of Chriſt eſtabliſhed int 
Church, as if it were full of Rigidity, andi'ty 
nically executed by us againſt all who diſſent fron 
But as we have been very ſparing to cenſure af 
who have made Defection from the Doctrine if 
Government of this Church; ſo the World, if 
the Conſciences of theſe who at any Time hi 
been cenſured, will bear Witneſs for us, that ti 
Cenſures have been drawn forth with all Meek 
and Long-ſuficring, after the Uſe of al previ 
Means enjoyned us by Chriſt.” And as to 
Principles, we profeſs, we are very far 
that Rigour which ſome wbuld charge upon 
as if we held that every leſſer Difference ſhould bill 
Men preſently under the Laſh either of Civil 
Eecleſiaſtick Cenſure, and that no Difference 
Opinion can be ſuffered by us. We are clear 
in many Things of common Practice in a Chu 
there may be an Agreement by Accommodatil 

- tho” Difterence of Judgment remain about the Thi 
themſelves. We acknowledge alſo, that M 
Opinions do not fall under this Queſtion, ſo 
as they do not ſpread and divulge them to inf 
others, nor endeavour to propagate them by ſc 
matical and ſcandalous Ways: We are alſo com 
. ced, that all Matters of Difference are not of al 
70 Weight and Importance, fo that Men muſt eit 
wo renounce their Opinions, or elſe incur Cenſure, 
48 be denied Protection: We do readily yield, that 
wee all prophecy but in part, ſo) Men in a Chu 
may compoſe Debares, by PR an End to C 
tentions, tho they be not all of one Judgment; M 


herein we Judge the Apoſtle bath ſet the ä 1 
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„„ „en, 
Deſection from her. As for Civil Powers, we 
ſorry to find, that however the Scriptures pronf 
them, as Nunſing Fathers to the Church; yet mi 
now would turn them mere Spectators of 
Mrongs done to Chriſt and his Truth, ſo long 
. their Civil Peace is not diſturbed; as if they tha 
be Gallio's to care for none of thoſe Things, and 
if equal Protection and Encouragement, of En 
as well as Truth, were'the only Duty of Chrilf 
Magiſtrates ; which Hiſtories record to have been i 
great Engine of Julian the Apoſtate, for overthroff 
ing the Chriſtian Religion. * Principle, this is cl 
trary to the very Light of Nature · in the molt reſii 
Nations, none of which would admit Innovatiq 
in Religion, tho” ſome did otherways upon politi 
Conſiderations, making Religion a Slave to t 
Intereſts: And tho? they erred in the Applicatin 
yet in that and the like general Principles, the I 
leads them as Witneſſes againft his People in ti 
Way of ſerving the true God, Fer. 2. 10, 
That the Law of Moſes was expreſly contrary 
this Toleration, is, we ſuppoſe, denied by nol 
and yet the molt of theſe Plea's now urged for 
taken from the Fallibility of Men, Liberty of Cill 
Lience, c. were of as great Force then as nol 
Nor will they perſwade conſcientious Men, th 
theſe do not oblige us now, till they make it ( 
that moral Tranſgreſſions (ſuch as theſe are) punil 
able then by God's Command, mult have a 
of Immunity and Encouragement now; and, tl 
what is enjoined in the Fourth Command, is! 
moral and perpetual, that Parents and Maſter 
their Families, and Magiſtrates within their Gat 
mould fee to the Sanctification of the Sabbath, 


e 


4 


cConſequently to the Worſhip of God publickly p 
\ Formed on that Day. And this, we conceive, d 


& — 


— 


gains Toleratin. s 
much the more ſtrongly conclude, that we find 
w and Practice for this, before the judicial Laws 
Fre publiſhed: Not only Abraham commanding 
ma Children and Houſhold to keep the Way f 
1 WW Lord, Gen. 18. 19. and Jacob ſuppreſſing falſe 
Worſhip in his Family, Gen. 3 5. a, 3, 4. but even 
es Time and Country, it was a received Max- 
WW. that Idolatry (as well as Adultery) was puniſh- 
e by the Magiſtrate, 70b 31. 9, 10, It. It is not 
any Purpoſe to except, that theſe Laws of Moſes 
chiefly ſtrike (if not only) againſt groſs Idola- 
and Blaſphemies: For, neither do we urge that 
Fry Error ſhould be puniſhed; nor do we know. 
at Height of Blaſphemies Men may come unto 
we ſee by too ſad Experience) who yet may 
fels all that is required by theſe Petitioners, in 
n to be encouraged. And withall, we find god- 
Kings of Judah have extended theſe Laws fur- 
r than to ſuch groſs Abominations: For, godly 
ap did not only cut off the Prieſts who ſacrifi- 
co Idols on the high Places, 2 Kings 23. 20. but 
Wraded theſe who facrificed there, even to the 
rd only, 2 Kings 23. 8, 9. as theſe Differences 
high Places may be further cleared, from a Chron. 
W 2, 5 with Chap. 15. 1). and Chap. 33. 17. 
for t 2 5 of the Goſpel, albeit Magiſtrates 
re not Chriſtians when the New Teſtament was 
itten, yet we find ſufficient Ground to clear us 
further, that theſe Laws given of old by God, 
[till in Force. For, it is forepropheſied, that 
Kings of the Earth ſhall deſtroy Antichriſt, 
v.17. 16. And why ought they not allo to ſup- 
ſs other Errors, which are but Limbs-of Anti- 
LalWiltian Doctrine, and the Promoters thereof little 
„tichriſts? 1 John a. 18. And we find, that in 
nes when Chriſtian Magiſtrates were wanting, A 


＋ Lern 
Aid pleaſe the Lord to interpoſe, in a more 
mediate Way, for punifhing obſtinate Offend 
. whethertin the Matter of Faith or Manners, Wl 
find alſo, that the Magiſtrate's Power under if 
New Teſtament, is given him for the Puniſhindlf 
of Evil Doers, Rom. 13. 3, 4. Now, Sedudilf 
being an Evil Deen, 2 John 10, 11. and the Ti 
Drakcing indefinirely of al! fuch;we would take H 
of obtruding our Diſtinftions upon it: And that 
much 'the rather, as Chriſtians are to pray for if 
Benefit by Maziſtrates, that they may live uni 
them, not only in all Honeſty, but in all Gogh 
alſo, 1 Tim. 2. 1, 2. which can never be with 
Soundneſs in Doctrine, and Purity in WorlM 
And whereas ſome except, that Unbelief and Co 
touſnels are alſo Evil Deeds, and yet not punil 
by the Magiſtrate: . We grant, that Unbelief a 
Covetouſneſs in the Heart do not fall under 
Cognition of the Magiſtrate (as neither is he 
cognoſce on fimple Opinions in the Mind) wil 
Unbelief profeſſed and propagated, and Covetol 
neſs put in Practice to the Prejudice of others, ou 
to be puniſhed by him. " * 
We know this Truth of God is traduced, a 
Perſecuting of Men for their Conſcience, and 
Encreachment upon the Liberty purchaſed th 
by Chriſt. But as we diſclaim troubling of M 
for the ſimple Light of their Conſciences, if it bie 
not forth in Doctrine and Practices; ſo the Scripti 
hath taught us, that Perſecution is only a puttingM 
to ſuffer for Rig hteouſueſs, and not the reſtrain 
of abominable Errors. And as we know M 
Conſeiences are not their ſupreme Rule, nor la 
leis Things; fo Liberty to err and ſeduce, to va 
Lies, and father them upon the God of 'T ru 
c. is no Part of that Liberty purchaſed to us 
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aan en, 57 
W Death of Chriſt; But it is in Effect a Captivity 
Snare to be intangled there with, 2 77.2. 25, 
and Chap. 3. 6, J. and to be Servants to Cor: 


re j 
endy 
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ua, to father this ypon Chriſtian Liberty, ſavou- 
> TW rankly of that old Way of turning the Grace of 
- Hi God into Laſciviouſneſs. We are not inſenſible, 

this Truth of God hath been abuſed and put 


the Rack by Antichriſt and his Followers, to 
iſh the Profeſſors of Truth: But we have learn- 
that no Truth, tho? abuſed, mult be caſt away; 
x yet, becauſe Truth is ſuppreſſed by the Enemies 
the Goſpel, muſt therefore Errors be ſpared by 
> Friends of Chriſt. We acknowledge alſo it is 


mii Mercy, if in fad Times Truth get (were it but) a 
ef N leration; yet we cannot therefore allow, that Er- 
r ſhould have ſo much, Nor do we look upon 
he Wis any convincing Argument, to tell us, that were 
r felves at the like Diſadvantage with our Profeſſi- 
, we might be as ready to plead for a Toleration 


others: For, we find Chriſt and his Apoltles, 
hen conveened before Magiſtrates, never made 
ſe of that Defence, that a 'Toleration in Religion 
2 what it will) was due from the Civil Magiſtrate, 
Wt: pleaded {till the Truth of their Doctrine: And 
Paul was frequently under Perſecution, yet 
> find him againſt Toleration, Gal. 5. 11, with 

Nor was Elijah the leſs zealous againit falſe . 

Wophets, x Kings 18. 40. that there was a Zezebe/ 
ainWdy to perſecute himſelf, x Kings 19. 2. And tho” 
be encompaſled with Infirmities; yet, in fo far 
ve have obtained Mercy, we are ready to {ay (as 
82 did, Acts 25. $5, That if we followed any Er- 

r, we refuſe not to be reſtrained init, and ſhould 
ant our ſelves moſt unhappy if were inſtrumental 
= propagate * and ſet our {elves to'over- 

| JJ turn 


Scion under Pretence of Liberty, + Pet. 2 19. 


turn a bleſſed Work of Reformation in the pn 
J eanruSenaabrFog:. 
- Having thus briefly pointed at the Sinfulneſ 
this Courſe, we do in the Fear of the Lord wal 
all theſe” (eſpecially within our Charge) who lu 
an Hand in this Matter, to conſider from wha 
they have fallen, and to repent ; and do exhort thy 
in the Bowels of Chriſt, that they do examine ili. 
rtially what their Deſigns are, upon which 11 
have engaged in this Courle, ſo deſtructive to thi 
Mother-Church, and the Truths of Chrilt eltalf 
ſhed in her; and that they forbear to proſecute ꝗ 
mulling down of an Hedge, to let in Popery a 
Atheiſm, leſt a Serpent bite them. We are not 
norant how Kang licentious Liberty is to 
Fleſh ; yet their Conſciences will eaſily tell the; 
that it was none of Adam's Happineſs to have ma 
Room out of Paradiſe than within it, and that it 
no Mercy for Men to have Liberty to do every 6 
what is right in his own Eyes, which hath been 
Plague and fad Poſture of the Church of God! 
Her declining Times. We do likewiſe exhort 
the Lord's People within our Bounds, as to mou 
before the Lord in Behalf of thoſe who have 
clined ; and that ſuch Abominations ſhould find a 
to own them among us: So alſo rightly to impro 
fuch humbling Diſpenſations ; that they ſtudy $ 
briety of Mind, the Want whereof hath miſcarri 
ſo many; that they receive the Love of the Tru 
for the Neglect whereof, God is provoked to {el 
ſtrong Deluſions; that they converſe more in tl 
Study of their own Sinfulneſs, and the Sufficienf 
of Chriſt, which being {till ſavoury, will keep th 
from gadding after Novelties in Religion; that th 
improve Ordinances as becometh, leſt reſted-in Foal 
ity draw on Contempt of Ordinances ; * | 
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ey would unite among themſelves, in Matters of 
erior Differences, that fo. they may-jointly-lay 
Wh themſelves, in their Stations, for obſtructing 
us Progreſs of this Deluge, which is ready to ſw/al- 
a up all Religion; and that they imploy Chriſt 
ch, who is the King and Head of his own Church, 
t by his own Spirit he would inter poſe to ſtop 
e Current of thele Deluſions and efections, that 
uch, and Peace, and Holineſs may yet flouriſh 
che Midſt of us. Even ſo, come, Lord eſus. 


ee e e 


dme Objections againſt the pre- 
tent Teſtimony anſwered. 


„.“ A Teſtimony will but irritate the provi- 
1 2 e dential Magiſtrate, under whoſe 
ay Power we are.” | | * 
Anſ. It is the kindly Fruit of a faithful Teſti- 
10 y to torment them that dwell on the Earth, 
e. Tr. 19. compared with x1th Verſe of the next 
hapter. = „ NN 
profil 2.0%“ But many of theſe in Power are not ſuch, 
but Godly, and Countenancers of Piety and Ho- 
rr lines in the Nations.” 8 * 
ru In. Granting they be ſuch, it is againſt the un- 
ay Courſes of theſe Godly, that we give Teſti- 
n ny: Againſt which the Lord himſelf gives Te- 
jenmony, Aos z. 2. and commands his Remnant to 
theW<2d againſt them, tho? their Mother, Hol, 2. 1, 2. 
3.09%“ Were it not more ſafe and prudent, that 
Fe Teltimonies ſhould be given throughout the 
tha Land, by publick Preachings, as Miniſters may 
tha eee wh "7" Ree 
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7 Objefions againſt u Teſtimony 
Thaw 5 Occaſion n en ſeveral Charges, a8 
<< ten preſent Bvi s??? ] 

Auſ. Preaching againſt Errors as Occaſion offi 
is always a Duty, and ſo cannot be enough in fu, 
an extraordinary Caſe, when Toleration is eſtab 
ſhed by a Law : Which Law deſcends to Poſteri 
but the Sermon not; but publick Teſtimonies 1 
tranſmitted with it. So that Preaching, and if 
more, looks like Laodicea's luk warm and lothſaſ 
Evil, which is odious to Cu riſt's Heart in"t 
—_—_ ES 

4.0. “ Will it not ſuffice, that the Godly's n 
«like of this their Act of Toleration” be comm 
* nicated to them in Power, by ſuch of us as m 

1 * have Occaſion to confer wit" them?? 

a Anf. It looks like a Half-Teſtimony, ſuch M 

4 Eli gave againſt his Sons, 1 Sam. 2. 23. and thai 

fore God gives a full Teſtimony againit him a 

his Houſe. . = „ | * 
5. Obj. We do not read in Scripture, that . 
7 Lord's People in their Captivities gave any Tell 
* mony againſt their Heathen Conquerors falſe R 
ligions; but lived peaczably, and enjoyed wh 
*© Liberties of the Ordinances the Lord was pl 
ee ſed to frame their Hearts to grant unto them. 
Anſ. Tho' this 1 does not much quadr 
with our preſent Caſe, our Conquerors not bein 
ſuch ; yet I preſent theſe two Scriptures in Anſv 
thereunto, er. 10. 1 5,with I I. which I conceive giv 

Teſtimonies againſt their falſe Ways in the Behalf 

the true God. The ſecond is, Jer. 51. 60,62,6 
Which I conceive does inſinuate a publick Tell 
mony of their Judgment, for their Sins againſt t 
Lord's Work and People. | RG 

g. O. © Our Fathers would have thou 
ee themſelves happy to have enjoyed the Liberty 
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cher we have, to have had Piety countenanced, 
2008 and would imbraced it with much Thankfulneſs 

to God and Mgn. e 
i An. 1 make no Doubt but it may be averred far | 
| WW-uth, That if Mr. ohm We{cb, and Mr. Robert 


fta ace, and the ſuffering Brethren in their Genera- 
en, would have been ſilent in the publick Evils of 

es Meir Time, they might have had 1— to have 
a ett their Spirits in Preaching very ſpiritual and uſe- 
hlag 3 and might have had Liberty to their 
tieſires. | " EK: om. hey On. 
. Obj..* 'There are divers of the Godly, Mini- 
{ters and others, not clear in that at this Time, 
as judging it unreaſonable ;; and therefore it 
would make the Breach wider among the God- 


50 
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ch I Ar. It is well known that divers godly Mini- 
hen rs and others joined in Prelatical Defection, and 


uers others were ſilent and appeared not: If all 


d done fo, where ſhould the Lord have had Wit- 
it les againſt that DefeCtion ? And how ſhould we 
Teiſeir Poſterity have had tranſmitted unto us the 
e Moths that now we enjoy, which are the Fruits 
WT their Teltimony? _ EY 

8. Obj. © Divers godly Miniſters and others will 
be content to give in a Teſtimony againſt Tole- 
a ration, providing they may have inſerted this 
yl Clauſe in it, That we ſpall live peaceably umder 
va tbe providential Magiſtrate : And fo many will 
gun have a Scruple to have that Clauſe there: Will it 
alf not then be better to take ſome other Way than 

2, by ſuch a Teſtimony /  - ; 


[ell An It were not Wiſdom for any ſuch godly 
ſt toMWiniſters or others, to obſtrut or c 


uty by a moſt unclear Clauſe, that the 
Wnerality of the godly Miniſters and others 
/ MM en 


72 Objeitins agamſt s Teſtimony. ll 
upon gobd Grounds "except againſt. "The" Zh 
themſelves, for upholding their Intereſt, have pi 
fed that Clauſe : But I think very few of the & 
ly, or none, tho? going fome Length with pref 

. Power, but wiſhed theſe Bonds to have been loo 

off their Brethren; ſo that now to preſs {uchl 

_ *Chaule, would ſeem rather to inſinuate Faction, 

To bear the Weight of ſound Reaſon.  * 
-* 9. Obj. © How far the Magiſtrate may extel 
cc as Power, and inter poſe his Authority for td 

ce rating Diverſity of Profeſſions in Religion, is a 

& {tion learned and difficult: And ſome of tif 

% Learned abroad of the reformed Churches hal 

cc holden forth, 'That the Magiſtrate may 80 

« great Length in condeſcending unto their Su 

& jects, who among themlelves differ in Religion 

* and it being ſo, it were Raſhneſs to hazard publi 

4 "Teſtimonies againſt Toleration, who might | 

c croach upon the Magiltrate*s Power.“ 

Anſ. However learned and difficult this Quel 
may ſeem to be, I doubt not but far more weigh 
and learned has been diſcuſſed and cleared amom 
the Godly in Chriſt's Judicatories in this Land, 
fore our Covenant was concluded, received: 
ſworn unto by Magiſtrates, Miniſters and People! 
this Land; and ſuch like Objections had been | 
more fate and proper at that Time, than noy 

And tho” our Learned and Godly in Chriſt's Couf 

in this Land be not infallible, yet we may ſafely f 
that they have more eminently thePromiſe of Chril 

Guiding, than private and learned Men abro: 

who are for the moſt Part under very great Ten 

tations from their Magiſtrates; ſome of them bei 
wholly Popiſh ; others, tho” of the Proteſtant Pr 
feſſion, yet ſuch State-Idolaters, as that they deti 
the Truth of God in Unrighteouſneſs, and inſſa 


K tf 


. 


ere. 


sion as an Underling to ſerve their State-Inte- 


er remptationto decline from adhering unto ſuch 
preefruchs as may in the leaſt prove a Crols-wind to 
look 

tuch 


arned and Godly, and free of any fuch'T 2 
on, 


- yet their Judgment ought not to be of ſuch 
eight amongſt us, as to cauſe us to looſe the leaſt 
*xteWhot of ſo ſolemn and ſacred a 'T'ye, as is upon the 
r tofWurch of Scotland by a well-ordered Covenant: 
a o' the learned and godly Calvin trips concerning 
of ¶ e Doctrine of the Sabbath, we mult not trip with 
ban. I judge; in ſuch Objections as this, eſpecially 
zo this Time, it were a good Rule to obſerve that 
OTE of the Apoltle's, Rom. 14. Haſt thonFairh? 
gion ve it to thy ſelf before God ; laſt we be in Dan 
ablar after Vows to make Inquiry, Prov. 17. 17. 
t his may open a Door for worſe Company: A 
ry {mall Leak may foon perith a goodly Ship, eſpe- 
ele in a Storm. „ 88 * 
A. Ci. It is a moſt difficult Thing to find 
on out the right Reaſon and Time for a publiek Te- 
, ſtimony, there being ſo great Hazard to the 
Church, and to our preſent Liberty by miſtime- 
ple ing it.” T 8 Or 
n ll 4. Some of thir Reaſons were ſpoken to in 
nofWec Time and Seaſon : Only this is a Word more 
ou dereunto. When is the Time that the Lord 
mmands his People to riſe up for him againſt evil 
i oers, and to ſtand up for him againſt the Workers 
rol Iniquity ; Pſal. 94. 16. Is it not when the Throne 


3 


"Mi Bs; and fo the Learned and Godly among them are | 
© Lot 


> Courſe thele Statiſts ſteer. * And, ſup; oſe them | 


em Iniquity has framed Miſchief into a Law ? v. 20. 
dei gain, when is the Lord's Time to work for his 


Paule and People, and ig Fare for his People 
et work for the Lord, by Witneffing ? Is it not 
hen they have made void his EW? ©/a7. rr9. 

'- 8a EE 12. 


as A Letter from ſome Mini ſter- 
126. Is it not Time for thee, Lord, to work? 
they have made void thy Law. FEY 


KE EEK SE:; FEN N 2.30 


LETTEN from the Reverend N 
ni ſters of the Goſpel, met at EDI N Bund 
in February 1638, at renewing the N 
tional Covenant, ſent to every one of ti 
Lords of Council ſeverally (but in i 
fame Words) inviting them to ſubhſcri 
the ſaid Cotenant and give their Tefi 
mony to the Truth. | 


May it pleaſe your Loraſhi p, 
V E the Miniſters of the Golpel „ conveened 
I ' this fo neceſſary a Time, do find our ſel 
LF bound to repreſent, as unto all, fo in ſpecial uni 
. your Lorait; 7 
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ip, what comfortable Experience 
have of the wonderful Fayour of God, upon t 
Renewing ot the Confeſſion of Faith and Covenai 
what Peace and Comfort hath filled the Hearts 
all God's People; what Reſolutions and Beginnin 
bf Reformation of Manners are ſenſibly perceivii 
in all Parts of the Kingdom, above any Meaſure ti 
ever we did find, or could have expected; ho 
*great Glory the Lord hath received hereby, 2 
what Confidence we have = this Sun-ſhine be nil 
eclipſed by ſome finful Diviſion or DeFtion) thi 
God ſhall make this a bleſſed Kingdom, to t 
Contentment of the King's Majeſty, and Joy of : 
his good Subjects, according as God hath promiſed] 
his good Word, and performed to his People info 
mer Times: And therefore we are forced, "- o 
ear! 
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= ro the Lordi & Council, 75: 3 
W-:1rts, both to with and entreat your Lordſhip i 


| 
| i 


be refreſhed with the comfortable Remembrance 

Word ſpoken in Seaſon for Chriſt Jeſus, King 

fal eings, and Lord of Lords. = 
F | N 


76 e S fl Nez, 
We think it jit to ſubjoin the two following Tov 
monies to the Solemn League and Covenant, 4 i 
unto the ſtanding and perpetual binding Obii gau 
thereof : The firlt whereof, <ve find in the broth 
2 Exhortation from the General Aſſembly of i 
Church of Scotland, to their Brethren in Englai 
6% Auguſt 1649, "recorded i in the printed Att 
Aeby, Page 474. ; 
Albeit many think no otherwiſe of the Coven 
and Work of Reformation, than as a Mall 
to further their own Ends : Yet, we ate confided 
that none who, hold faſt their Integrity, hav 
learned Chriſt, but are careful to make Conſciel 
of the Oath of God lying on them. And wet 
ſure (whatever be the baſe Thoughts and Exp 
ſions of Backſliders from the Covenant) it wal 
not many to own it in theſe Kingdoms, who, ba 
called thereto, would ſeal the ſame with their Bl 
Altho' there were none in the one Kingd 
who did adhere to the Covenant, yet thereby v 
not the other Kingdom nor any Perſon in eiche 
them abſolved from the Bond thereof; fince i 
we have not only ſworn by the Lord, bat alſo co 
nanted with him. It is not the failing of one 
more, that can abſolve others from their Dut'!l 
'Tye to him.: Befide, the Duties therein contain 
being in themſelves lawful, and the Grounds of 
Tye "thereunto moral; . tho? others do forget ti 
Duty, yet doth not their Defection free us from t 
Obligation which lies upon us by the Covenant, 
our Places and Stations. And the Covenant b 
intended, and entred into by theſe Kingdom), 
one of the beſt Means of Stedfaſtneſs for guar 
againſt declining Times, it were ſtrange to! 
That the Backſliding of any, ſhould abſolve of 
from the Tye thereof eſpecially ſeeing our Eng 


WB The Covenants ſtill binding. 7. * 
at therein is not only national, but alſo perſonals 7 
rery one, With u lifted Hands, ſwearing for ;him- 
Jas is evident by the Tenor of the Covenant. 
Frrom theſe and other important Reaſons, it may 
Pear that all theſe Kingdoms joining together to 
oliſh that Oath by Law, yet could they not 
ſpenſe therewith ; much leſs can any one of them, 
any Part in either of them do the ſame. The 
ſpenſing with Oaths, hath hitherto been abhorred 
Antichriſtian, and never practiſed and avowed by 
by, but by that Man of Sin. Therefore thoſe who +. 
ke the ſame upon them, as they join with him in 
is Sin, ſo muſt they expect to partake of his 
* N 1 


The ſecond Teſtimpny ve find, in the Neceſſary 
Varning concerning preſent Dangers and Duties, 
rom the Provincial Aſſembly of Lothian and 
weddale, June 1652. MS. ; Lo 
Laſtly, We exhort all the Lord's People to be 
herfWindful of the Oath of God, fo often and folemnly 
worn; Perjury being a Sin which God has ſo fre- 
juently purſued with Divine Vengeance: And, 
however Allurements and Terrors may tempt us 
ute dally with God in our forging of Gloſſes upon 
nM, or to renounce or reject it altogether ; yet let us 
tonfider, that God will not be Mocked ; that it is 
Snare, after Vows to make Enquiry ; and that tis 
langerous and ſuſpicious, to alter Principles in a Lime 
df Trial, where Advantage and Intereſt may ſeem 
o carry Sway in our Changes; and that our Hearts 
will ſay another Thing in the Day, when the World 
and all the Pleaſures therein, cannot afford us any 


Comfort, 
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of Reformation, out of his true Love, Zeal ani 


doubtleſs there are many moe not yet found out ji 
ſeveral of theſe that are found, are not only neat!) 


o 4 . 


„„en „ 
N Otwithſtanding of all the Malice and Fury oft 
Adyverſaries of theſe ſolemn and facred Coy 
nants, National and Solemn League, and againſtt 
Makers, Takers, Subſcribers of, and Andhet: 
thereunto, which have not been little, fincet 
ſame were firſt made and entred into; there are y 
very marvellouſly preſerved many original and: 
thentick Copies of theſe Covenants, both Write 
and Printed upon Paper and Parchment, with ti 
very firſt original and principle Subſcriptions of t 
Kings, and the Nobility, Gentry, Barons, Burrow 
Miniſters and Commons of all Sorts, ſet down wit 
their own Hands, Anno 1638, 1639, 1643, & 164] 
And even theſe very Covenants taken and ſubſeri 
ed,by King James VI. and his Houſhold 1580, ant 
theſe taken and ſubſcribed by King Charles II. an 
the Parliament of Scorland 1651, are yet preſeryl 
with their own holograph Subſcriptions. - 
A real Welwiſher to theſe Covenants and Won 
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Reſpect thereto, within theſe few Weeks, did tak 
up a particular Liſt of what Number of the 
original Copies he had Acceſs to know of, and d 
the Perſons Names in whole Cuſtody they wert 
amounting to the Number of 36 and upwards, ſome 
whereof are lying in the Parliament and Church. 
Regiſters, ſome in publick Liberaries, ſome in Noble 
men and Gentlemens Charter- chiſts, and others in 
the Hands of Miniſters and private Chriſtians, tha 


written 


ten and printed, but allo finely illuſtrated wich 5 
d Letters and other Decorements; all which 
inly evidence what great Veneration and Reſpect. 


of only deal with Man in a Way of Covenant in a 

N ect State, but even ſince his Fall; & yet, that trea- l 
* rous Man, in theſe backſliding Times, is ſo rebelli- 
"IS. that he will not be in Covenant with God, or ; 
ſhamed to be in Covenant with him; altho” he 
q g ows he ſhould nor change, albeit he ſausar to his _\ 


. The Almighty (bleſſed be his Glorious 
me) holdeth himſelf obliged to keep Covenant 
h his own Creatures; and, ſhall not Creatures 
bound to keep Covenant when they {wear to him? 
hat the great God of Truth, who hath been pleaſed. 
plonglt to deal with Man in a Way of Covenant, 
uld graciouſly put it in the Hearts of Perſons. 
all Ranks, duly to conſider and lay to Heart the 
at Sin and Guilt of our Breach of theſe our ſo- 
n Vows and Covenants with him, and grant us 
Repentance for the fame, and direct us all to - 
un from our Backſlidings, and Nationally re- 


& theſe Covenants with our God, and cauſe us 
ay all our Abominations, and be our God, 

bob make us his peculiar People! 2 Cor. 6. 15, 
"30 t7,.18.* B. S. rg. Gai. 3. 4. "£0 


This Teſtimony, c. is publiſhed now to ſhow 
Faithfulneſs, Leal, and Stedfaſtneſs of theſe va- 
t Contenders for the Faith, Reformation and 
enants binding thereunto, and their Wreltlings - . 
Witneſſings againſt all oppoſite Errors and De. 
ions: And to let the World ſee, that ſuch as «. = 
tinue ſtedfaſt in the Belief and Practice of the 1 
ent reformed and eſtabliſhed Principles of the 
ch of Sæctiana, are proſeſſing and maintaining 
ES nothing 
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6. FOSTSCOCRI PTS 
"nothing but what is proven to be founded on and 
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| the above Papers, Profeſſor Smſon's Errors, pro 


Hotila be reproved. But he that aoth the 2 


thing, but doting about Qiieſtions ang Strift 
Words, whereof” cometh Envy, Strife, Rating 


ruft Minds, and deſtitute of the Truth, (ſuppl 


r - 
SOS 


yeeable to the Word of God, the perfect Rule 
The Chriſtian Reader may alſo obſerve,  thall 


againſt him in firſt and laſt Proceſs ; Mr, ll 
Gzaſs his Errors of Independency, Antichrili 
diſpenſing with Solemn Oaths and Covenants, 4 
pleading tor Toleration of all Sects ; and the I 
ration-Principles in Dunlop's Preface; ſet befon 
late Edition of the Weſtminſter Confeſſion of FA 
printed 1719, are all plainly condemned, witnel 
and warned againſt, and fully confuted : So that 
theſe are but old Etrors, long ago an wered, refulll 
and judicially condemned in this Church; tho? ni 
raked up, and preſented in new Shapes, withh 
rid and hainous Aggravations. „ 
John z. 19, 20, 21. Aud this is the Condemna 
that Light is come into the World, and Men Ill 
Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their Dili 
were evil. For every one that aoth Evil, hateth 
Light, neither cometh to the Light, teſt his 


cometh to the Light, that his Deeds may be 
mami ſeſt, that they are wrought in God, 

1 Tim. 6. 3,4, 5. any Man teach othern 
amd conſcut not to i Words, even the Wa 
of our Lord Feſus Ciriſt, and to the Dottrine wh 
is according io Goalineſs, He 1s proud, knowing 
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vil Surmiſings, Perverſe Diſputings of Men of 


fell. 


than Gain is Goadlineſs. From ſuch withdraw 
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